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PROPOSED ACTION ON 
REGULATIONS

Information contained in this document is 
published as received from agencies and is 

not edited by Thomson Reuters.

TITLE 3.  DEPARTMENT OF  
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

ANIMAL BLOOD BANKS — 
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTY SCHEDULES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Department 
of Food and Agriculture (herein after referred to as 
the Department) proposes to adopt the regulations de-
scribed below in the Informative Digest/Policy State-
ment Overview after considering all comments, objec-
tions, and recommendations regarding this proposal. 
Publication of this notice commences a 45–day public 
comment period.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Department has not scheduled a public hearing 
for this proposal. However, a public hearing will be 
held if the department receives a written request for 
a public hearing from any interested person, or his or 
her authorized representative, no later than 15 days be-
fore the close of the comment period.

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD

Any interested person, or his or her authorized 
representative, may submit written comments rel-
evant to the proposed regulatory action to the De-
partment. Comments can be submitted via email to  
sean.brady@cdfa.ca.gov, or mailed to the address list-
ed below. The written comment period begins on Sep-
tember 5, 2025 and closes on October 20, 2025. The 
Department is not required to respond to comments 
that are outside the scope of this Notice or comments 
that are not received or postmarked during the written 
comment period.

WRITTEN COMMENTS AND REQUEST 
FOR PUBLIC HEARING

All written comments and any request for a public 
hearing should be directed to the following person:

Sean Brady, DVM
Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health and Food Safety Services
Animal Blood Banks
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone (916) 208–0500
Email: sean.brady@cdfa.ca.gov

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE

Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) Section 14 au-
thorizes the Department to adopt rules and regulations 
in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act. 
Additional authority vested in FAC grants the Depart-
ment Secretary the authority to amend or repeal rules 
and regulations.

FAC Section 407 authorizes the Secretary of the De-
partment to adopt such regulations as are reasonably 
necessary to carry out the provisions of the FAC which 
the Secretary is directed or authorized to administer 
or enforce.

FAC Section 9166 authorizes any person who vio-
lates any provision of Division 5 (commencing with 
Section 9101) of the Food and Agricultural Code, and 
any regulations adopted pursuant to Division 5, is sub-
ject to an administrative penalty of not less than one 
hundred dollars ($100) or more than one thousand dol-
lars ($1,000) for each violation. Each violation during 
any day constitutes a separate offense. Any money 
that is recovered under this section shall be paid into 
the State Treasury and shall be credited to the Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture Fund.

FAC Section 9245 authorizes the Secretary of the 
Department impose such conditions on the production 
or use of blood or blood component products as he or 
she deems necessary to accomplish the purposes FAC 
Division 5, Part 1, Chapter 1.5.

FAC Section 9251 authorizes the Secretary of the 
Department to adopt reasonably necessary rules and 
regulations for the administration and enforcement of 
requirements relating to commercial blood banks for 
animals.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY 
STATEMENT OVERVIEW

The proposed regulation specifies penalty schedules 
for any person found to be in violation of specified 
statutes and regulations, following an investigation 
and consideration of the facts presented in each case.
Summary of Existing Laws and Effect of the Proposed 
Action

In 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed AB 1282 
(Stats. 2021, Chapter 725), the California Pet Blood 
Bank Modernization Act (Act) into law. The goal of 
the Act is to address the shortage of animal blood 

mailto:sean.brady@cdfa.ca.gov
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available for veterinary transfusion medicine in Cal-
ifornia and transition the state from closed colony 
blood banks to community blood banks. The Act di-
rects the Department to adopt reasonably necessary 
rules and regulations for administration and enforce-
ment of these changes. On March 10, 2025, the De-
partment adopted California Code of Regulations sec-
tions 1303–1307 to interpret and make specific the re-
quirements for operating a commercial blood bank in 
California.

Objectives and Anticipated Benefits of the Proposal

The Department is proposing the adoption of Sec-
tion 1308 under Article 6, of Chapter 8, Division 2, 
Title 3 of the California Code of Regulations, to spec-
ify penalty schedules for any person found to be in vi-
olation of specified statutes and regulations, follow-
ing an investigation and consideration of the facts pre-
sented in each case. The Department is also propos-
ing the amendment of Section 839 of Article 14, of 
Chapter 2, of Division 2, of Title 3 of the California 
code of regulations to remove previously created ani-
mal blood bank penalties from this section and place 
them in newly created Section 1308.

This proposal benefits the animal blood bank indus-
try by serving to ensure that the Department has effec-
tive enforcement mechanisms in place by clearly clas-
sifying violation categories and establishing penalty 
schedules in regulation that applies to penalties that 
may be imposed for violations of specified statutes 
and regulations. Monetary benefits could include the 
potential reduction of violations as the penalty sched-
ules may be a deterrent to potential violators of the 
statutes and regulations affecting the interstate and in-
trastate movement of animal blood and blood compo-
nent products, product registration, facility licensing, 
infectious disease testing, quarterly reporting, all of 
which enable the Department to ensure animal blood 
products sold in California are effective, safe, and hu-
manely produced.

Evaluation of Inconsistency/Incompatibility with 
Existing State Regulations

The Department has evaluated this proposal and has 
concluded that it is not inconsistent or incompatible 
with existing regulations. After conducting a review 
for any regulations that would relate to or affect this 
area, the Department has concluded that these are the 
only regulations concerning administrative penalties 
for commercial animal blood banks in California.

DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED ACTION

The Department has made the following initial 
determinations:

Mandate on local agencies and school districts: 
None.

Costs or savings to any state agency: None.
Costs to any local agency or school district which 

must be reimbursed in accordance with Government 
Code sections 17500 through 17630: None.

Other nondiscretionary costs/savings to local agen-
cies: None.

Cost or savings in federal funding to the state: None.
Cost impacts on representative private persons or 

businesses: The Department is not aware of any cost 
impacts on private persons or businesses complying 
with the proposed action. Any costs would result from 
penalties imposed following verified violations or 
from costs associated with appealing those penalties, 
including travel or legal representation.

Business Impact: The Department has determined 
that this proposal will not significantly impact the cre-
ation or elimination of jobs or businesses in California. 
It is also not expected to adversely affect the ability of 
California businesses to compete with those in other 
states. However, this regulation will affect business-
es or individuals in the animal blood banking indus-
try found in violation of applicable law or regulation.

The Anticipated Compliance Requirements as a Re-
sult of this Proposal: The proposal contains no spe-
cific record keeping, paperwork or reporting require-
ments. It provides clarity to the regulated public on 
how the Department assesses penalties for violations.

Effect on Housing Costs: None.
Small business determination: The Department’s 

proposal may affect small businesses if an animal 
blood bank is found, after investigation of the facts 
presented in the case, to be in violation of specified 
statutes or regulations, and that person may also be a 
small business owner as defined in Government Code 
section 11342.610.

RESULTS OF ECONOMIC  
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Impact on Jobs/New Businesses: The Department 
has determined that this regulatory proposal will not 
have any impact on the creation of jobs or businesses 
or the elimination of jobs or existing businesses or the 
expansion of businesses in California.

Persons/Businesses affected by this proposal: The 
Department has made an initial determination that 
this regulatory proposal will only affect animal blood 
banks or persons involved in the animal blood bank-
ing industry in California who are found, after inves-
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tigation of the facts and evidence presented in each 
case, to have violated specified sections of the Food 
and Agricultural Code and any regulations imple-
menting those Codes.

Benefits of the regulation to the health and welfare 
of California residents, worker safety, and the State’s 
environment: The Department is not aware of any spe-
cific benefits this proposal will have on worker safety.

Benefits of the Proposed Action: The proposed regu-
lation benefits donor animal health and welfare, recip-
ient animal health, the animal blood supply, and the 
veterinary industry by serving to ensure violations of 
specified statutes and regulations will be handled ac-
cording to the penalty schedules specified in this pro-
posal. This proposal serves to ensure that any viola-
tions of existing statutes and regulations as specified 
in this proposal, are handled quickly and in a cost– 
effective manner to all parties involved, as authorized 
by FAC Section 9166.

Occupations/Businesses Impacted: The Department 
has determined that this regulatory proposal will not 
have any impact on the creation of jobs or business-
es or the elimination of jobs or existing businesses or 
the expansion of businesses in California. The Depart-
ment has made an initial determination that the pro-
posed regulatory action will have no significant, state-
wide adverse economic impact directly affecting Cal-
ifornia businesses including the ability of California 
businesses to compete with businesses in other states. 
The Department has made an initial determination 
that this regulatory proposal will only impact persons 
or businesses involved in the animal blood banking in-
dustry in California who are found, after investigation 
of the facts and evidence presented in each case, to 
have violated specified sections of the Food and Agri-
cultural Code and any regulations implementing those 
Codes.

Business Reporting Requirement: There are no new 
reporting requirements as a result of this proposal.

Comparable Federal Regulations: This proposal 
does not duplicate or conflict with federal regulations.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

The Department must determine that no reason-
able alternative considered, or that has otherwise been 
identified and brought to the attention of the Depart-
ment, would be more effective in carrying out the 
purpose for which the action is proposed, would be 
as effective and less burdensome to affected private 
persons than the proposed action, or would be more  
cost–effective to affected private persons and equally 
effective in implementing the statutory policy or other 
provision of law.

The Department Invites interested persons to pres-
ent statements or arguments with respect to alterna-

tives to the proposed regulations at the scheduled pub-
lic hearing or during the written comment period. 
This proposal is necessary to establish procedures im-
plementing administrative penalties against any per-
son found to be in violation of specified statutes and/or 
regulations relating to animal blood banking.

AVAILABILITY OF INITIAL STATEMENT 
OF REASONS AND INFORMATION AND 

TEXT OF THE PROPOSAL

Copies of the exact language of the proposed regula-
tions, and the Initial Statement of Reasons, as well as 
all the information upon which the proposal is based, 
may be obtained by contacting the persons named be-
low or by accessing the Department’s website as indi-
cated below in this Notice. The Department will have 
the rulemaking file available for inspection and copy-
ing throughout the rulemaking process at its office lo-
cated at 1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. As of 
the date this notice is published in the California Reg-
ulatory Notice Register, the rulemaking file consists 
of this Notice, the Proposed Text, and the Initial State-
ment of Reasons. Copies may be obtained by contact-
ing Dr. Sean Brady at the address or phone number 
listed below.

AVAILABILITY AND LOCATION OF THE 
FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS AND 

RULEMAKING FILE

Upon its completion, copies of the Final Statement 
of Reasons may be obtained by contacting the persons 
named below.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED OR 
MODIFIED TEXT

After considering all timely and relevant comments 
received, the Department may amend the proposed 
regulations substantially as described in this Notice. 
If the Department makes modifications that are suffi-
ciently related to the originally proposed text, it will 
make the modified text (with changes clearly indicat-
ed) available to the public for at least 15 days before 
the Department adopts the regulations as modified. 
Please send requests for copies of any modified reg-
ulations to the attention of Dr. Sean Brady at the ad-
dress listed below. The Department will accept writ-
ten comments on the modified regulations for 15 days 
after the date on which they are made available.
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AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS  
ON THE INTERNET

Copies of the Notice of Proposed Action, the Ini-
tial Statement of Reasons, and the text of the proposed 
regulations shown in strikeout and underline format, 
can be accessed through the Department’s website at: 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/regulations.html, or by 
contacting the person named below in this Notice.

CONTACT PERSONS

Inquiries and any written comments concerning 
this proposal are to be addressed to the following:

Sean Brady, DVM
Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health and Food Safety Services
Animal Blood Banks
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone (916) 208–0500
Email: sean.brady@cdfa.ca.gov

The backup contact person is:
Andrew Halbert
Department of Food and Agriculture
Animal Health & Food Safety Services
1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 900–5372
Email: andrew.halbert@cdfa.ca.gov

TITLE 10.  HEALTH BENEFIT 
EXCHANGE

SHOP ELIGIBILITY AND ENROLLMENT

The California Health Benefit Exchange/Covered 
California (the Exchange) Board proposes to adopt 
the regulations described below after considering all 
comments, objections, and recommendations regard-
ing the proposed action.

PUBLIC HEARING

The Exchange has not scheduled a public hearing 
on this proposed action. However, the Exchange will 
hold a hearing if it receives a written request for a 
public hearing, pursuant to Government Code Section 
11346.8(a), from any interested person, or such per-
son’s duly authorized representative, no later than 15 
days before the close of the written comment period.

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD

Any interested person, or such person’s duly autho-
rized representative, may submit written statements, 

arguments, or contentions (hereafter referred to as 
comments) relevant to the proposed regulatory action 
to the Exchange. The written comment period clos-
es on October 20, 2025. The Exchange will consider 
only comments received at the Exchange’s office by 
that time. Submit written comments to:

Jameson Mitchell
Regulations Analyst
California Health Benefit Exchange
1601 Exposition Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95815

Comments may also be submitted by email to  
regulations@covered.ca.gov.

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE

Government Code Section 100504(a) (6) authorizes 
the California Health Benefit Exchange/Covered Cal-
ifornia (the Exchange) Board to adopt rules and regu-
lations, as necessary. The proposed regulations imple-
ment, interpret, and make specific Title 10, Califor-
nia Code of Regulations, Chapter 12, Article 6, Sec-
tions 6520 and 6522. They also implement, interpret, 
and make specific the policies and requirements of the 
federal Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 
2010 (Pub. Law 111–148), as amended by the federal 
Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act (Pub. 
Law 111–152) and Title 45, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (CFR) Section 155.700 and following.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY 
STATEMENT OVERVIEW

Summary of Existing Laws and Regulations
Under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act (PPACA), each state is required, by January 
1, 2014, to establish an American Health Benefit Ex-
change that makes available qualified health plans to 
qualified individuals and small employers. Existing 
state law, the California Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (Gov. Code, §  100500 et seq.), estab-
lished the California Health Benefit Exchange within 
state government, and it specifies the powers and du-
ties of the executive board of the Exchange, also re-
ferred to as Covered California. Within the Exchange, 
California established its own Small Business Health 
Options Program (SHOP) or “CCSB.”

Government Code Section 100504(a) authorizes the 
Exchange to adopt rules and regulations, as neces-
sary to execute the requirements under the PPACA. 
The Exchange implemented regulations in the Califor-
nia Code of Regulations, Title 10, Section 6400 and 
following. These regulations include the policies and 
procedures related to eligibility, verification, and en-
rollment of individuals and small business employ-

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/ahfss/regulations.html
mailto:sean.brady@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:andrew.halbert@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:regulations@covered.ca.gov
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ees. Additionally, Title 45, Section 155.700 et seq. of 
the Code of Federal Regulations requires states estab-
lishing a SHOP to provide policies and procedures for 
eligibility determination and redetermination, enroll-
ment in qualified health plans, and verification of in-
formation processes for the SHOP.

The Exchange is proposing to amend the regulations 
in Title 10, California Code of Regulations, Sections 
6520 and 6522 to implement and clarify the eligibili-
ty requirements and verification process related to en-
rollment for coverage through CCSB for small busi-
ness employers, employees, and their dependents.
Objectives and Anticipated Benefits of the Proposed 
Rulemaking

The broad objectives of this proposed regulatory ac-
tion are to:

	● Provide clarity to small employers of what infor-
mation is required to apply for and provide health 
coverage through CCSB to their employees and 
their dependents;

	● Reduce administrative burdens for qualified 
small employers enrolling or re–enrolling quali-
fied employees and their dependents for coverage 
through CCSB;

	● Provide clarity to participating small employers 
of the minimum participation requirements to 
maintain eligibility for coverage through CCSB; 
and,

	● Ensure consistency with federal and state law.
Anticipated benefits of the proposed action include 

non–monetary benefits to the protection of public 
health and safety, worker safety, the environment, the 
prevention of discrimination, or the promotion of fair-
ness or social equity. This includes:

	● Providing small employers and the public with 
clear guidelines on how qualified employees who 
waive health coverage through CCSB will be 
counted when determining whether the employer 
meets the minimum participation rules.

	● Simplifying the verification process for eligibility 
determinations through CCSB.

	● Providing structure for the Exchange to give 
predictable and clear standards to the public and 
qualified employers now and into the future.

	● Establishing clear guidelines for the public re-
garding eligibility, enrollment, and verification of 
SHOP coverage.

	● Aligning California’s regulations with federal 
law and complying with state law.

	● Reducing health care costs for Californians.
	● Providing increased health care access to the pub-

lic in California; and,
	● Ultimately, helping to save lives and increase the 

health of the public in California.

Evaluation Regarding Inconsistency/Incompatibility 
with Existing State Regulations

After an evaluation of current regulations, the Ex-
change has determined that these proposed regulations 
are not inconsistent or incompatible with any existing 
state regulations. This Evaluation included a review of 
the laws that regulate the Exchange and specifically 
those statutes and regulations related to health insur-
ance. Exchange staff also conducted an internet search 
of other state agency regulations.

Several California statutes and regulations govern 
health insurance and notably include provisions affect-
ing the Exchange in the Government Code, the Health 
and Safety Code, and the Insurance Code. The Ex-
change has made its best effort to conform its regu-
lations to State law and does not know of any State 
statutes or regulations conflicting with these proposed 
regulations.

DOCUMENTS TO BE  
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

None.

DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED ACTION

The Executive Director of the California Health 
Benefit Exchange has made the following initial 
determinations:
Matters Prescribed by Statute Applicable to the Agency 
or to Any Specific Regulation or Class of Regulations

None.
Mandate on Local Agencies or School Districts

None. The Executive Director of the California 
Health Benefit Exchange has determined that this pro-
posed regulatory action does not impose a mandate on 
local agencies or school districts.
Cost to Any Local Agency or School District Which 
Must Be Reimbursed in Accordance with Government 
Code Sections 17500 through 17630

None. This proposal does not impose costs on any 
local agency or school district for which reimburse-
ment would be required pursuant to Part 7 (commenc-
ing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of the Govern-
ment Code.
Costs or Savings to State Agencies

The proposal results in additional costs to the Cali-
fornia Health Benefit Exchange, which is currently fi-
nancially self–sustaining. The proposal does not result 
in any costs or savings to any other state agency.
Costs or Savings in Federal Funding to the State

The proposal results in additional costs to the Cali-
fornia Health Benefit Exchange, which is currently fi-
nancially self–sustaining and is not funded by federal 
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grant money. There is no other impact on federal fund-
ing to the state as a result of these regulations.
Other Nondiscretionary Costs or Savings Imposed on 
Local Agencies

None.
Significant Effect on Housing Costs

None.
Effect on Small Business

The proposal results in an effect on participating 
small businesses with 1–100 employees statewide by 
clarifying the verification and eligibility procedures 
for applying for coverage and enrolling employees and 
their dependents in qualified health plans in the small 
business marketplace for health insurance through the 
Exchange. The proposed regulations would not im-
pose any financial burden on small businesses or cre-
ate new requirements for enrollment. The proposed 
regulations do not create or expand small businesses 
within the State of California. There are no jobs cre-
ated or eliminated from this proposal. The proposed 
regulations do not create or expand the operations of 
any small businesses.
Significant, Statewide Adverse Economic Impact 
Directly Affecting Business, Including the Ability of 
California Businesses to Compete with Businesses in 
Other States

None.
Known Cost Impacts on a Representative Private 
Person or Business

The Exchange is not aware of any cost impacts that 
a representative private person or business would nec-
essarily incur in reasonable compliance with the pro-
posed action.
Business Reporting Requirement

None.

RESULTS OF THE ECONOMIC IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT/ANALYSIS

The Exchange concludes regarding the proposed 
regulations:
(1)	 They are unlikely to create or eliminate jobs in 

the State;
(2)	 They are unlikely to create or eliminate busi-

nesses in the State;
(3)	 They are unlikely to impact the expansion of 

businesses currently doing business in California;
(4)	 They are likely to provide benefits to the health 

and welfare of California residents; and,
(5)	 They are unlikely to provide benefits to worker 

safety and the state’s environment.

Benefits of the regulations, including, but not limited to, 
benefits to the health, safety, and welfare of California 
residents, worker safety, and the state’s environment 
and quality of life, among any other benefits identified 
by the agency

The proposed regulations will benefit California 
employees and their dependents who apply for health 
benefits through the Exchange. The proposed regula-
tions will benefit small employers with 1–100 employ-
ees by reducing verification burdens for eligibility de-
terminations. It will benefit the public by clarifying the 
criteria and process for eligibility determinations, en-
rollment, and the verification process through CCSB. 
It will make quality health care available to all Cali-
fornians and provide the public with clear standards 
and eligibility requirements to apply for and enroll in 
qualified health plans through the Exchange. It will in-
crease access to affordable health coverage, which will 
help save lives and improve the health of the public in 
California. This proposed regulatory action will not 
affect worker safety and the state’s environment.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

In accordance with Government Code Section 
11346.5, subdivision (a) (13), the Exchange must de-
termine that no reasonable alternative it considered or 
that has otherwise been identified and brought to the 
attention of the Exchange would be more effective in 
carrying out the purpose for which the action is pro-
posed, or would be as effective and less burdensome to 
affected private persons than the proposed action, or 
would be more cost–effective to affected private per-
sons and equally effective in implementing the statu-
tory policy or other provision of law.

The Exchange invites interested persons to present 
statements or arguments with respect to alternatives 
to the proposed regulations at the scheduled hearing 
or during the written comment period.

CONTACT PERSONS

Inquiries concerning the proposed administrative 
action may be directed to:

Jameson Mitchell
Regulations Analyst
California Health Benefit Exchange
1601 Exposition Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95815
Telephone: (916) 954–3372

The back–up contact person for inquiries concern-
ing the proposed administrative action may be direct-
ed to:

Crystal Hirst
Attorney III
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California Health Benefit Exchange
1601 Exposition Blvd.
Sacramento, CA 95815
Telephone: (916) 228–8313

Please direct questions regarding the proposed text 
of the regulations, the Initial Statement of Reasons, 
the modified text of the regulations, if any, or other 
information upon which the rulemaking is based to 
Jameson Mitchell at the above contact information.

AVAILABILITY OF INITIAL STATEMENT 
OF REASONS, TEXT OF PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS AND RULEMAKING FILE

The Exchange will have the entire rulemaking 
file available for inspection and copying throughout 
the rulemaking process at its office at the above ad-
dress. As of the date this notice is published in the No-
tice Register, the rulemaking file consists of this no-
tice, the proposed text of the regulation, and the Ini-
tial Statement of Reasons. Copies may be obtained by 
contacting Jameson Mitchell at the address or phone 
number listed above.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED  
OR MODIFIED TEXT

After the hearing, if one is held, and after consid-
ering all timely and relevant comments received, the 
Exchange may adopt the proposed regulations sub-
stantially as described in this notice. If the Exchange 
makes modifications that are sufficiently related to the 
originally proposed text, it will make the modified text 
available to the public at least 15 days before the Ex-
change adopts the regulations as revised. Please send 
requests for copies of any modified regulations to the 
attention of Jameson Mitchell at the address indicated 
above. The Exchange will accept written comments 
on the modified regulations for 15 days after the date 
on which they are made available.

AVAILABILITY OF THE FINAL 
STATEMENT OF REASONS

Upon its completion, copies of the Final Statement 
of Reasons may be obtained by contacting Jameson 
Mitchell at the above address.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS  
ON THE INTERNET

Copies of the Notice of Proposed Rulemak-
ing, the Initial Statement of Reasons, and the pro-
posed text of the regulations in underline and 
strikeout can be accessed through our website at  
http://hbex.coveredca.com/regulations/

TITLE 12.  DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS

HOME LOANS UPDATE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the California 
Department of Veterans Affairs (“CalVet”) is propos-
ing to take the action described in the Informative Di-
gest after considering all comments, objections, and 
recommendations regarding the proposed action.

PUBLIC HEARING

CalVet will not hold a public hearing. The Depart-
ment has not scheduled a public hearing. However, 
any interested person or his or her authorized repre-
sentative may request a hearing no later than fifteen 
(15) calendar days prior the end of the written com-
ment period. Submit a request to Phil McAllister at the 
address below.

WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD

Any interested person or his or her authorized rep-
resentative may submit written comments relevant to 
the proposed regulatory action to CalVet. The written 
comment period closes on October 20, 2025. CalVet 
will consider only comments received by that date.

Comments may be submitted by facsim-
ile (FAX) at (916) 653–2456 or by email to  
phil.mccallister@calvet.ca.gov. Mailed comments can 
be submitted to:

Phil McAllister, Regulatory Actions Coordinator
California Department of Veterans Affairs
1227 O Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, California 95814

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE

Military and Veterans Code section 700 authorizes 
CalVet to adopt this proposed regulation amendment 
and also the statutes being implemented, interpreted, 
and made specific.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY 
STATEMENT OVERVIEW

A.	 Policy Statement Overview
The purpose of these proposed revisions to exist-

ing regulations is to correct existing errors, remove 
or update obsolete language, allow for process refine-
ments based on technological advances and/or indus-
try best practices, and to more accurately reflect the 
current configuration and operation of CalVet Home 
Loans and its staff.

http://hbex.coveredca.com/regulations/
mailto:phil.mccallister@calvet.ca.gov
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B.	 Informative Digest
Several changes are being made to the text of the reg-

ulations that do not substantially impact the require-
ments contained in the regulations. These are typical-
ly naming conventions and other changes that do not 
impact services or public interaction with CalVet. The 
necessity for the areas being changed are noted be-
low. General grammatical changes have been correct-
ed and are noted in the explanation of text changes be-
low. These changes will be followed with more sub-
stantial updates to process and requirements in future 
proposed regulations amendments.
CalVet Abbreviation

The common abbreviation for the California De-
partment of Veterans Affairs “Cal–Vet” or “CalVet” 
has been standardized within Title 12 of the California 
Code of Regulations and in Department publications 
to “CalVet.” Veterans searching for the Department of 
Veterans Affairs may be confused or may mistake an-
other organization for the Department due to the name 
change, and the large number of veterans’ support or-
ganizations that exist. We have amended the regula-
tions to correct name to “CalVet” to maintain con-
sistency with existing Department naming conven-
tion. This amendment is proposed in order to correct-
ly identify the California Department of Veterans Af-
fairs abbreviated name used in marketing, promotion-
al materials, and on the CalVet website. This amend-
ment will allow veterans and their families find the 
Department and its programs more easily and avoid 
frustration in identifying the Department among the 
many organizations offering services to veterans. This 
change was also made where the term “the Division” 
actually referred to CalVet, rather than to the Division 
of Farm and Home Loans.
Division of Farm and Home Loans Naming 
Convention

The naming convention of the Division the man-
ages the Farm and Home Loan program has changed 
since the regulations have gone into effect. Veterans 
searching for a farm or home loan may not find the 
program due to the name change. Also, “the Depart-
ment” is used to refer to the Division of Home Loans. 
This causes confusion with veterans who are looking 
for the specific program. We have amended the reg-
ulation to change the name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” to “Division of Home Loans,” 
which is the current naming convention for the pro-
gram. Also, “the Department” was changed to “the 
Division of Home Loans”. This amendment is pro-
posed in order to more accurately describe the ac-
tivities of the division and to more closely reflect the  
public–facing name used in marketing, promotional 
materials, and on the CalVet website. This amendment 
will allow veterans and their families find the Farm 

and Home Loan program more easily, and avoid frus-
tration in identifying the program among the many 
programs offered to veterans.
District Office Elimination

District Offices that once assisted homeowners with 
the Home Loan Program are being eliminated due to 
changes in technology and lending practices. Techno-
logical changes have made physical delivery of docu-
ments and other forms unnecessary. These items can 
now be sent electronically, however, the regulations 
still refer to the offices. This can create frustration for 
veterans looking for the correct method of filing their 
documents. We are amending the regulations to elim-
inate mention of the District Offices that once assist-
ed homeowners with the Home Loan Program. This 
amendment is necessary to ensure veterans and their 
families understand the correct method of filing forms 
and documents. By removing references to “District 
Offices” operated by the Division of Home Loans we 
can eliminated any confusion and frustration veterans 
may have in submitting required information.
Registered Partner Addition

Registered Domestic Partner has become a legally–
accepted term for equating to “spouse,” and is not re-
flected in the current regulations. We have amended 
the regulations to add Registered Domestic Partner so 
that “Applicant” is also included. This amendment is 
proposed so that the term “Applicant” includes all per-
sons legally equating to “spouse.”
Defined Terms

Several terms, defined in these regulations, are not 
capitalized. Conversely, several terms that are not de-
fined are capitalized. We have also capitalized each 
of the defined terms, and removed capitalization from 
those that are not defined, to correct the error. The 
capitalization of the defined terms is proposed to cor-
rectly identify them in the text.
Deferred Payment Program Designation

The word “program,” meaning the Deferred Pay-
ment Program in this case, is used in several differ-
ent contexts within these regulations, causing poten-
tial confusion regarding the meaning. We deleted the 
word “Program” and replaced it with “DPP”. Replac-
ing the word “Program” with “DPP” clarifies the use 
as representing the “Deferred Principle Payment” 
program.

Section 100(a): The name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” has been modified to “Home 
Loan Division” in order to more accurately describe 
the activities of the division and to more closely reflect 
the public–facing name used in marketing, promotion-
al materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 100(c): Reference to “District Offices” op-
erated by the Home Loan Division has been eliminat-
ed as the division no longer maintains District Offices.
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Section 100(d): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in regulation. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet” throughout document. Also, the definition of 
“CalVet” was corrected to indicate that the abbrevia-
tion applies to the department, not to programs or in-
dividual veterans.

Section 100(e): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrectly 
formatted in the definition. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.” Also, capitalization was corrected for the 
defined term.

Section 100(f): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrectly 
formatted in regulation. Also, capitalization was cor-
rected for the defined term. The name of the “Division 
of Farm and Home Purchases” has been modified to 
“Home Loan Division” in order to more accurately de-
scribe the activities of the division and to more closely 
reflect the public–facing name used in marketing, pro-
motional materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 100(g): Capitalization was corrected for the 
defined term.

Section 100(h): “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in the definition. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet.”

Section 100(i): The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner. 
The addition of Registered Domestic Partner is made 
throughout the document whenever a veteran’s spouse 
is referenced.

Section 300: The name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” has been modified to “Home 
Loan Division” in order to more accurately describe 
the activities of the division and to more closely reflect 
the public–facing name used in marketing, promotion-
al materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 300.1: “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet.”

Section 300.1(a)7: “To Be Determined” was re-
placed with the correct end date in accordance with 
federal requirements.

Section 300.1(a)8: “To Be Determined” was re-
placed with the correct end date in accordance with 
federal requirements.

Section 300.1(c): The term “the Division” has been 
modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to more 
accurately describe the activities of the division and 
to more closely reflect the public–facing name used 
in marketing, promotional materials, and on the Cal-
Vet website.

Section 300.6(a): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 300.6(b): The term “the Division” has been 
modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to more 
accurately describe the activities of the division and 

to more closely reflect the public–facing name used in 
marketing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet 
website.

Section 302(a): The name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” has been modified to “Home 
Loan Division” in order to more accurately describe 
the activities of the division and to more closely reflect 
the public–facing name used in marketing, promotion-
al materials, and on the CalVet website. References to 
district or satellite offices were removed as the divi-
sion no longer operates these locations.

Section 302(b): The name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” has been modified to “Home 
Loan Division” in order to more accurately describe 
the activities of the division and to more closely re-
flect the public–facing name used in marketing, pro-
motional materials, and on the CalVet website. Also,  
“Cal–Vet” is currently incorrectly formatted in this 
section. Corrected formatting to “CalVet.”

Section 302(c): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website. Capitalization was corrected for two 
terms. “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrectly formatted in 
this section. Corrected formatting to “CalVet.”

Section 302.1(a): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 302.1(b): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 302.1(c): The name of the “Division of 
Farm and Home Purchases” has been modified to 
“Home Loan Division” in order to more accurate-
ly describe the activities of the division and to more 
closely reflect the public–facing name used in market-
ing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet website.  
“Cal–Vet” is currently incorrectly formatted in this 
section. Corrected formatting to “CalVet.”

Section 302.1(d): “USDVA” was modified to “Unit-
ed States Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA)” 
to increase clarity of the entity being specified.

Section 302.2(a): “the Department” was modified 
to “CalVet” to increase specificity.

Section 302.2(b): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 



CALIFORNIA REGULATORY NOTICE REGISTER 2025, VOLUME NUMBER 36–Z

1104

used in marketing, promotional materials, and on 
the CalVet website. “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 302.2(c): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 302.2(e): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 302.2(g): “The Department” was changed 
to “CalVet” for consistency. “Cal–Vet” is currently in-
correctly formatted in this section. Corrected format-
ting to “CalVet.” “Contract Holder” was capitalized as 
a defined term.

Section 302.3: “The Department” was changed to 
“CalVet” in the section title for consistency.

Section 302.3(a): “The Department” was changed 
to “CalVet” for consistency.

Section 302.3(a) (3): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” was changed to the “Home Loan Division” to 
increase specificity. The word employee was clari-
fied to mean “CalVet employee.” The “Secretary” was 
clarified to mean the “CalVet Secretary,” not the divi-
sion Secretary.

Section 303(a): The name of the “Division of Farm 
and Home Purchases” has been modified to “Home 
Loan Division” in order to more accurately describe 
the activities of the division and to more closely reflect 
the public–facing name used in marketing, promotion-
al materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 303(b): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 303(c): The language referring to local (dis-
trict) offices was deleted as the division will no longer 
maintain these locations. The term “the Division” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 305.1(b): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.1(c): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.1(d): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.1(e): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.2(a): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.2(b): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 305.2(c): “Cal–Vet” is currently incorrect-
ly formatted in this section. Corrected formatting to 
“CalVet.”

Section 309: “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to  
“CalVet.” The term “the Department” has been mod-
ified to “Home Loan Division” in order to more ac-
curately describe the activities of the division and to 
more closely reflect the public–facing name used in 
marketing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet 
website.

Section 309.1: The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the  
CalVet website.

Section 309.2: The term “the Department” has been 
modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to more 
accurately describe the activities of the division and 
to more closely reflect the public–facing name used in 
marketing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet 
website. “if married” was modified to “Register Do-
mestic Partner” in accordance with the expanded de-
fined term. Capitalization was corrected for one term.

Section 309.4(a): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 309.4(c): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 309.5(a): The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner.

Section 309.5(b): The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner.
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Section 309.5(d) (1): The definition of “Applicant” 
was expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse 
but also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic 
Partner.

Section 309.5(d) (2): “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly 
formatted in this section. The formatting was correct-
ed to “CalVet Loan.”

Section 309.5(d) (3): “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly 
formatted in this section. The formatting was correct-
ed to “CalVet Loan.”

Section 309.6: “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly for-
matted in this section. The formatting was corrected 
to “CalVet Loan.” The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner. 
The word “which” was replaced with “that” to correct 
a grammatical error.

Section 309.6(b): “Self Employment” was changed 
to “Self–Employment” to correct a grammatical error.

Section 309.7: The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the  
CalVet website.

Section 310: “(DPP)” was added to the title to clar-
ify it use through the section.

Section 310(a): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website. “Deferred Principal Payment” was 
modified to “DPP” to maintain consistency.

Section 310(c): “DPP” was added before the word 
“Program” was to clarify the term and maintain 
consistency.

Section 310(e): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 310(f): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 310.1: “of Deferment Periods” was added to 
the title to clarify the intent of the section.

Section 310.1(b): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 

used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 310.2(a): The first use of the term “the De-
partment” was removed as unnecessary. The word 
“Program” was clarified to mean Deferred Principal 
Payment (“DPP”) program. The term “the Depart-
ment” was changed to “CalVet” for sake of consistency.

Section 310.2(b): The word “Program” was clari-
fied to mean Deferred Principal Payment (“DPP”) pro-
gram. The term “the Department” has been modified 
to “Home Loan Division” in order to more accurate-
ly describe the activities of the division and to more 
closely reflect the public–facing name used in market-
ing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 310.2(c): The word “Program” was clari-
fied to mean Deferred Principal Payment (“DPP”) pro-
gram. The term “the Department” has been modified 
to “Home Loan Division” in order to more accurate-
ly describe the activities of the division and to more 
closely reflect the public–facing name used in market-
ing, promotional materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 310.2(d): “Program” was clarified to mean 
Deferred Principal Payment (“DPP”) program. The 
definition of “Applicant” was expanded to include not 
only the veteran’s spouse but also, when applicable, a 
Registered Domestic Partner.

Section 310.2(e): “Program” was clarified to mean 
Deferred Principal Payment (“DPP”) program.’

Section 310.2(g): “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet.” The definition of “Applicant” was expanded 
to include not only the veteran’s spouse but also, when 
applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner.

Section 310.2(h): “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet.” “Program” was clarified to mean Deferred 
Principal Payment (“DPP”) program.

Section 310.2(i): Capitalization was corrected for 
the defined term. “The Department” was changed to 
“CalVet” for sake of consistency.

Section 322: “The Division” has been modified to 
“Home Loan Division” in order to more accurately de-
scribe the activities of the division and to more close-
ly reflect the public–facing name used in marketing, 
promotional materials, and on the CalVet website. The 
word “a” was moved to correct a grammatical error. 
“The Department” was changed to “CalVet” for sake 
of consistency.

Section 341: “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly formatted in 
this section. The formatting was corrected to “Cal-
Vet.” “The Department” was changed to “CalVet” for 
sake of consistency. The “Division of Farm and Home 
Purchases” was modified to “Home Loan Division” in 
order to more accurately describe the activities of the 
division and to more closely reflect the public–facing 
name used in marketing, promotional materials, and 
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on the CalVet website. The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “CalVet” for the sake of consistency.

Section 342: “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet Loan.” The word “Department” was changed 
to “CalVet” in section title for consistency.

Section 342(a): The word “applicant” was added as 
the definition of “Applicant” was expanded to include 
not only the veteran’s spouse but also, when applica-
ble, a Registered Domestic Partner.

Section 342(b): The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner.

Section 342(c): “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly for-
matted in this section. The formatting was corrected 
to “CalVet Loan.” The definition of “Applicant” was 
expanded to include not only the veteran’s spouse but 
also, when applicable, a Registered Domestic Partner. 
“The Department” was changed to “Home Loan Divi-
sion” to add specificity.

Section 342(d): “The Department” was changed 
to “CalVet” for sake of consistency. The name of the 
“Department” has been modified to “Home Loan Di-
vision” in order to more accurately describe the ac-
tivities of the division and to more closely reflect the  
public–facing name used in marketing, promotional 
materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 343: “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet Loan.” The word “actually” was removed as 
superfluous. The term “Cal–Vet farm or home” was 
modified to “CalVet loan property” to clarify the 
meaning of the term.

Section 343.1(a): The word “departmental” was 
changed to the term “Home Loan Division” to add 
specificity. The term “the Regional” was modified to 
“an authorized” Manager as the regional office will 
not longer exist.

Section 343.1(b): “The Department” was changed 
to “Home Loan Division” to add specificity.

Section 343.1(b) (6): “The Department” was 
changed to “Home Loan Division” to add specificity.

Section 344: “Cal–Vet loan” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet Loan.” “Contract Holder” was capitalized as 
a defined term. “Loan Contract” was capitalized as 
a defined term. “The Department” was changed to 
“Home Loan Division” to add specificity.

Section 344.1: The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency. 
“Contract Holder” was capitalized as a defined term. 
“The Department” was changed to “Home Loan Divi-
sion” to add specificity.

Section 344.2: The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency.

Section 344.3: The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency.

Section 344.3(a): The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency. 
“Contract Holder” was capitalized as a defined term.

Section 344.3(b)&(c): The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency.

Section 344.5: The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency. 
“Contract Holder” was capitalized as a defined term.

Section 345(a): The word “Department” was 
changed to “CalVet” in section title for consistency. 
“The Department” was changed to “Home Loan Divi-
sion” to add specificity for the entity referenced.

Section 345.1(a): “Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to 
“CalVet.”

Section 345.1(b): This sub–section was deleted as 
District Office structure will no longer exist.

Section 345.1(c): Cal–Vet” is incorrectly format-
ted in this section. The formatting was corrected to  
“CalVet.” “District office” was replaced with “Home 
Loan Division” as District Office structure will no 
longer exist.

Section 345.1(d): The “Division of Farm and Home 
Purchases” was modified to the “Home Loan Divi-
sion” in order to more accurately describe the activ-
ities of the division and to more closely reflect the  
public–facing name used in marketing, promotional 
materials, and on the CalVet website.

Section 345.1(e): The term “the Department” has 
been modified to “Home Loan Division” in order to 
more accurately describe the activities of the division 
and to more closely reflect the public–facing name 
used in marketing, promotional materials, and on the 
CalVet website.

Section 345.2(a): The “Division of Farm and Home 
Purchases” was modified to the “Home Loan Divi-
sion” in order to more accurately describe the activ-
ities of the division and to more closely reflect the  
public–facing name used in marketing, promotional 
materials, and on the CalVet website. The reference to 
“district office” was removed as the district offices will 
no longer exist.

Section 345.2(f): “District office” was replaced 
with “Home Loan Division” as District Office struc-
ture will no longer exist.

Section 345.4(a): “District office” was replaced 
with “Home Loan Division” as District Office struc-
ture will no longer exist.

Section 345.4(a) (5): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” in the title in this sub–section was changed to 
“CalVet” for sake of consistency.

Section 345.4(c): “District office” was replaced 
with “Home Loan Division” as District Office struc-
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ture will no longer exist. “The Division” was changed 
to “Home Loan Division” to add specificity.

Section 345.4(c) (1): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” in the title was changed to “CalVet” for sake of 
consistency.

Section 345.5: The reference to “the Department” 
in the title was changed to “CalVet” for sake of consis-
tency. “District office” was replaced with “Home Loan 
Division” as District Office structure will no longer 
exist.

Section 345.6(a): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” in the title was changed to “CalVet” for sake of 
consistency.

Section 345.7(a): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” in the title was changed to “CalVet” for sake 
of consistency. “District office” was replaced with 
“Home Loan Division” as District Office structure 
will no longer exist.

Section 345.7(b): The reference to “the Depart-
ment” in the title was changed to “CalVet” for sake of 
consistency.

Section 360: The reference to “the Department” 
was changed to “CalVet” for sake of consistency. “The 
Department” was changed to “Home Loan Division” 
to increase specificity.

Section 370: “The Department” was changed 
to “Home Loan Division” to increase specificity.  
“Cal–Vet” is incorrectly formatted in this section. The 
formatting was corrected to “CalVet.”

Section 372: “The Department” was changed to 
“Home Loan Division” to increase specificity.

ANTICIPATED BENEFITS OF THE 
PROPOSED REGULATORY ACTION

The proposed regulation would modernize the oper-
ations of the Farm and Home Loan Program, and pro-
vide clear and consistent language that is easier for the 
public to understand.

EVALUATION OF INCONSISTENCY  
OR INCOMPATIBILITY WITH  

EXITING STATE REGULATIONS

After conducting a review for any regulations that 
relate to or affect this area, CalVet has found that there 
are no other regulations that concern the CalVet Farm 
and Home Loan Program, other than those being re-
vised. Therefore, the proposed regulations are nei-
ther inconsistent nor incompatible with existing state 
regulations.

DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED ACTION

CalVet has made the following initial determinations:
Mandate on local agencies and school districts: 

None.
Cost or savings to any state agency: The proposed 

regulation does not affect any cost or savings to any 
state agency.

Cost to any local agency or school district which 
must be reimbursed in accordance with Government 
Code sections 17500 through 17630: None.

Other nondiscretionary cost or savings imposed on 
local agencies: None.

Cost or savings in federal funding to the state: The 
proposed regulations modifies language within the ex-
isting regulations to bring the operations of the Farm 
and Home Loan Program in line with current industri-
al practices, and does not increase the state’s budget, 
place pressure on the budget to add funding, or create 
additional costs.

Cost impacts on a representative private person or 
businesses: CalVet is not aware of any cost impacts 
that a representative private person or business would 
necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the 
proposed action.

Significant, statewide adverse economic impact di-
rectly affecting business, including the ability of Cali-
fornia businesses to compete with businesses in other 
states: None.

Significant effect on housing costs: None.

RESULTS OF ECONOMIC IMPACT (EIA)
ASSESSMENT/ANALYSIS

In accordance with Government Code section 
11346.5(a) (10), the results of the EIA (full EIA found 
in the Initial Statement of Reasons) are as follows:

	● The proposed regulations will not create or elim-
inate jobs in California.

	● The proposed regulations will not create or elim-
inate businesses in California.

	● The proposed regulations will not affect the ex-
pansion of existing businesses in California.

BENEFITS OF THE  
PROPOSED REGULATION

The proposed regulation would modernize the oper-
ations of the Farm and Home Loan Program, and pro-
vide clear and consistent language that is easier for the 
public to understand.
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SMALL BUSINESS DETERMINATION

CalVet has determined that the proposed regulation 
will not affect small business. This proposed regula-
tion does not apply to small business in any manner, 
because the changes do not impact funding or small 
business in any way. No new funds will be disbursed 
as a result of these changes.

BUSINESS REPORT

The proposed regulation does not require a business 
report.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

CalVet must determine that no reasonable alterna-
tive it considered or that has otherwise been identified 
and brought to its attention would be more effective in 
carrying out the purpose for which the action is pro-
posed, would be as effective and less burdensome to 
affected private persons than the proposed action, or 
would be more cost–effective to affected private per-
sons and equally effective in implementing the statu-
tory policy or other provision of law.

CONTACT PERSONS

Inquiries concerning the proposed administrative 
action may be directed to:

Phil McAllister, Regulatory Actions Coordinator
California Department of Veterans Affairs
1227 O Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, California 95818
Telephone: (916) 653–1961
Fax: (916) 653–2456
Email: phil.mcallister@calvet.ca.gov

The backup contact person for these inquiries is:

Bill Feigles
Home Loan Division
1227 O Street, Room 105
Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: (916) 651–3045
Fax: (916) 503–8027

Please direct requests for copies of the proposed 
text (the “express terms”) of the regulations, the ini-
tial statement of reasons, the modified text of the reg-
ulations, if any, or other information upon which the 
rulemaking is based to Phil McAllister at the above 
address.

AVAILABILITY OF STATEMENT 
OF REASONS, TEXT OF PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS, AND RULEMAKING FILE

CalVet will make the entire rulemaking file available 
for inspection and copying throughout the rulemaking 
process at its office at the above address. As of the 
date this notice is published in the Notice Register, the 
rulemaking file consists of this notice, the proposed 
text of the regulations, the initial statement of reasons. 
Copies may be obtained by contacting Phil McAllister 
at the address or phone number listed above.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED OR 
MODIFIED TEXT

After holding the hearing and considering all time-
ly and relevant comments received, CalVet may adopt 
the proposed regulations substantially as described in 
this notice. If CalVet makes modifications which are 
sufficiently related to the originally proposed text, it 
will make the modified text (with the changes clearly 
indicated) available to the public for at least 15 days 
before CalVet adopts the regulations as revised. Please 
send requests for copies of any modified regulations 
to the attention of Phil McAllister at the address indi-
cated above. CalVet will accept written comments on 
the modified regulations for 15 days after the date on 
which they are made available.

AVAILABILITY OF THE FINAL 
STATEMENT OF REASONS

Upon its completion, copies of the Final Statement 
of Reasons may be obtained by contacting Phil McAl-
lister at the above address.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS  
ON THE INTERNET

Copies of the Notice of Proposed Action, the Initial 
Statement of Reasons, and the text of the regulations 
in underline and strikeout can be accessed through 
our website at https://www.calvet.ca.gov/about–us/
laws–regulations.

mailto:phil.mcallister@calvet.ca.gov
https://www.calvet.ca.gov/about-us/laws-regulations
https://www.calvet.ca.gov/about-us/laws-regulations
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TITLE 15.  BOARD OF  
PAROLE HEARINGS

RULEMAKING ACTION BPH RN 25–01:

CONSULTATIONS; COMMUTATION 
AND RECALL OF SENTENCE 

RECOMMENDATION 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Execu-
tive Officer of the Board of Parole Hearings (Board 
or BPH), under the authority granted by Government 
Code section 12838.4 and Penal Code sections 3052 
and 5076.2, authorizes the Board to add sections 2267, 
2840, 2841, 2842, 2843, 2844, 2845, 2846, 2847, 2848, 
2849, 2850, 2851, 2852, 2853, 2854, 2855, 2856, 2857, 
2858, and 2859 of the California Code of Regulations, 
Title 15, Division 2, concerning consultations, and the 
commutation and recall of sentence recommendation 
assessment process.

PUBLIC WRITTEN COMMENT PERIOD

The public comment period begins September 5, 
2025, and closes on midnight October 21, 2025. Any 
person may submit written comments relevant to the 
proposed regulations to the Board by mail or email to 
the contact person listed below. For comments to be 
considered by the Board, they must be submitted in 
writing before the close of the comment period. When 
submitting a comment or inquiry, please identify the 
action by using the Board’s regulation rulemaking 
number BPH RN 25–01.

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON

Mina Y. Choi, Assistant Chief Counsel
Board of Parole Hearings, Legal Division
P.O. Box 4036
Sacramento, CA 95812–4036
Phone: (916) 838–8943
Email: BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov

SECONDARY CONTACT PERSON

Christopher Hoeft, Senior Staff Attorney
Board of Parole Hearings, Legal Division
P.O. Box 4036
Sacramento, CA 95812–4036
Phone: (916) 838–8943
Email: BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED

The Board will conduct a public hearing regarding 
the proposed regulations on October 30, 2025, begin-
ning at 9.00 a.m. PST. The hearing will proceed until 
all oral comments are submitted or until 11:00 a.m. 
PST, whichever is later.

The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments 
about the proposed regulations. It is not a forum to 
debate the proposed regulations. No decision regard-
ing the permanent adoption of these regulations will 
be made at the conclusion of this hearing. The Board 
is not required to, and will not, provide responses to 
comments at the public hearing. However, pursuant 
to Government Code section 11346.8, subdivision (a), 
the Board will consider all relevant matters presented 
before further adopting, amending, or repealing any 
regulation. The Board will include a response to all  
timely–submitted comments in its final rulemaking 
package submitted to the Office of Administrative 
Law.

The public may participate in the hearing remotely 
or in person. For those who wish to attend remotely, 
they may do so via the Microsoft Teams online meet-
ing platform or telephone conferencing.

	● To participate via the Microsoft Teams on-
line meeting platform, please use this link,  
https://tinyurl.com/BPHPublicHearing2501. A 
link to the meeting will also be posted on the 
Board’s website at https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/
statutes/reg–revisions/, under the heading “Pub-
lic Hearings on Pending Changes to Board Reg-
ulations.” If prompted to enter a videoconference 
ID, the videoconference ID for this meeting is 116 
691 906 9.

	● To participate by telephone, call (916) 701–9994 
and enter Conference ID: 549 547 906#.

For those who wish to attend the hearing in person, 
limited seating will be available in Room 550, located 
at 1515 K Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. This hear-
ing site is accessible to persons with mobility disabil-
ities. For disability accommodations, please contact 
the Board’s disability coordinators by phone at (279) 
300–5755 or email at BPH.ADAUNIT@cdcr.ca.gov at 
least five working days before the hearing.

Government Code section 11346.8, subdivision (a), 
states, “If a public hearing is held, both oral and writ-
ten statements, arguments, or contentions, shall be 
permitted.” At the October 30, 2025 hearing, any per-
son may present, pursuant to the procedures set forth 
below, an oral or written statement or argument rele-
vant to this proposed rulemaking action, the proposed 
regulatory text, or any rulemaking procedures.

During the public hearing, the Board shall accept 
any oral statement, argument, or contention expressed 
by the public during the hearing. Government Code 

mailto:BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov
mailto:BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov
https://tinyurl.com/BPHPublicHearing2501
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg-revisions/
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg-revisions/
mailto:BPH.ADAUNIT@cdcr.ca.gov
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section 11346.8, subdivision (a), states “the agency 
may impose reasonable limitations on oral presenta-
tions.” The Board limits oral comments to two min-
utes per speaker. Participants will be given instruc-
tions on how to provide oral comment at the start of 
the meeting. The Board requests, but does not require, 
that persons who will make oral comments at the hear-
ing also submit a written copy of their comments via 
email to BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov.

Additionally, in accordance with subdivision (a), 
the Board will accept any written comment sub-
missions from the public received via email to  
BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov on the day of the pub-
lic hearing between 9:00 a.m. PST and 11:00 a.m. PST.

AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE

Government Code section 11126 authorizes the 
Board to hold a closed session executive board meet-
ing to consider or act upon a Board decision concern-
ing an incarcerated person.

Government Code section 12838.4 vests the Board 
with all the powers, duties, responsibilities, obliga-
tions, liabilities, and jurisdiction of the Board of Pris-
on Terms and Narcotic Addict Evaluation Authority, 
which no longer exist.

Penal Code section 1172.1 authorizes the Board 
to recommend an incarcerated person to a sentencing 
court for a recall of sentence and resentencing.

Penal Code section 3041 requires the Board pro-
vide an incarcerated person with a consultation during 
the sixth year before their minimum eligible parole 
date. The purpose of the consultation is to review and 
document the incarcerated person’s activities and con-
duct relevant to the person’s suitability for parole. Ad-
ditionally, the Board is required to provide the incar-
cerated person with information about the parole hear-
ing process and recommendations concerning their 
work assignments, rehabilitative programs, and insti-
tutional behavior.

Penal Code section 3051 requires the Board pro-
vide an incarcerated person who qualifies as a youth-
ful offender with a consultation as described in Penal 
Code section 3041.

Penal Code section 3052 generally vests the Board 
with the authority to establish and enforce rules and 
regulations under which incarcerated persons com-
mitted to state prisons may be allowed to go upon pa-
role outside of prison when eligible for parole.

Penal Code section 3055 requires the Board pro-
vide an incarcerated person who qualifies as an elder-
ly offender with a consultation as described in Penal 
Code section 3041.

Penal Code section 4801 authorizes the Board to 
report to the Governor the names of incarcerated per-

sons who, in its judgment, should receive a commuta-
tion of sentence.

Penal Code section 5076.2 requires the Board to 
promulgate, maintain, publish, and make available 
to the general public a compendium of its rules and 
regulations.

SPECIFIC AGENCY  
STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

There are no other statutory requirements specific 
to the Board or to any specific regulation or class of 
regulations promulgated by the Board.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY 
STATEMENT OVERVIEW

Consultations: On September 16, 2013, the Gover-
nor approved Senate Bill 260 (2013–2014 Reg. Sess.), 
which amended Penal Code section 3041 to require 
the Board to conduct a consultation with an incarcer-
ated person during the sixth year prior to their min-
imum eligible parole date (MEPD). This proposed 
rulemaking includes draft regulations on the consul-
tation process.

The purpose of the consultation is to review and 
document the incarcerated person’s activities and con-
duct pertinent to their parole eligibility. The hearing 
officer shall provide the incarcerated person with in-
formation about the parole hearing process, legal fac-
tors relevant to their suitability or unsuitability for pa-
role, and individualized recommendations for the in-
carcerated person regarding their work assignments, 
rehabilitative programs, and institutional behavior.

Prior to 2014, an incarcerated person serving a 
sentence of life with the possibility of parole had an 
MEPD that triggered the date they would be eligible 
for a parole hearing. Now, the date an incarcerated 
person is eligible for a parole hearing can be triggered 
by the MEPD, youth parole eligible date (YPED), el-
derly parole eligible date (EPED), or nonviolent pa-
role eligible date (NPED), whichever date entitles the 
incarcerated person to the earliest possible hearing. 
Therefore, the Board schedules the person’s consulta-
tion based on the date the person is first eligible for a 
parole hearing.

This rulemaking outlines the consultations process 
and clarifies that an incarcerated person will be sched-
uled for a consultation based on their earliest parole el-
igible date. Also at the consultation, the hearing officer 
will be able to consider whether to refer the incarcer-
ated person for a Commutation and Recall of Sentence 
(C&R) hearing, as part of the C&R Recommendation 
Assessment Process described below.

Commutation and Recall of Sentence Recom-
mendation Assessment Process: In addition to regu-

mailto:BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov
mailto:BPH.Regulations@cdcr.ca.gov
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lating the consultation process, this rulemaking action 
seeks to create one process for the Board to exercise 
its existing authority under Penal Code section 4801 
to recommend incarcerated persons for commutation 
of sentence to the Governor and Penal Code section 
1172.1 to recommend incarcerated persons for recall 
of sentence and resentencing to the sentencing court.

These regulations establish a process for the Board 
to exercise its existing authority to make recommen-
dations to both the Governor for commutations and to 
sentencing courts for recall and resentencing. By pro-
mulgating these regulations, it will be clear to the pub-
lic who will be considered for a recommendation, what 
the process will be, and the criteria that will be consid-
ered. In doing so, the Board will create a transparent 
and equitable process by which eligible incarcerated 
persons will be reviewed and considered by the Board 
and during which victims and law enforcement have 
the opportunity to meaningfully participate.

This rulemaking also creates procedures for the 
Board to review and evaluate eligible incarcerated 
persons for possible recommendation for commuta-
tion and recall of sentence, which includes persons 
with sentences longer than 25 years. In doing so, it 
creates a two–step process for considering eligible in-
carcerated persons for these recommendations. First, 
eligible incarcerated persons meet with a Board hear-
ing officer at a C&R review. At the review, the hear-
ing officer will determine whether the incarcerat-
ed person is a suitable candidate, based on the crite-
ria established in this rulemaking package, to refer to 
the second step, a C&R hearing. After a referral, and 
subject to additional procedural steps, the Board will 
conduct the incarcerated person’s hearing within one 
year. After a referral, the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation’s Office of Victim and 
Survivor Rights and Services (OVSRS) will be noti-
fied to assist with outreach to victims, victims’ next 
of kin, and victims’ family members (collectively re-
ferred to as victims) prior to the C&R hearing. Regis-
tered victims and prosecuting agencies will be noti-
fied of any C&R hearing and provided information on 
how to participate. The proposed rulemaking provides 
victims with an opportunity to meaningfully partic-
ipate in the Board’s process, which is similar to vic-
tims’ opportunity to participate in the parole suitabil-
ity hearing process. Victim participation ensures that 
the C&R hearing panel has the relevant information 
they need to make their decision.

Procedures in the proposed regulations identify who 
is eligible for C&R reviews by the Board, the informa-
tion the Board will consider when determining wheth-
er a person should receive a C&R hearing, the process 
associated with a C&R hearing, and the standard the 
Board will apply when determining whether to rec-
ommend an incarcerated person for commutation and 

recall of sentence. Any recommendation made by the 
hearing panel under this process is called a “commuta-
tion and recall of sentence recommendation,” and re-
sults in a recommendation to the Governor and sen-
tencing courts.

DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED  
BY REFERENCE

None.

ANTICIPATED BENEFITS OF THE 
PROPOSED REGULATIONS

Consultations: The proposed regulations set forth 
clear guidelines on the consultation process, including 
the timeline and eligibility criteria for a consultation 
and details of how a commissioner conducts consul-
tations. These regulations will increase the incarcer-
ated person’s understanding of the consultation pro-
cess, which will likely allow them to better prepare 
for, participate in, and integrate the guidance they re-
ceive during the consultation.

C&R Regulations: The proposed rulemaking will 
create a transparent and equitable process for the 
Board to exercise its statutory authority to recommend 
incarcerated persons to the Governor and the sentenc-
ing court for commutation and recall of sentence. Ad-
ditionally, the proposed regulations may incentivize 
engagement in rehabilitation, which will increase the 
safety of all who live and work in Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation institutions.

The proposed hearing process will provide victims 
and prosecutors with a consistent and timely oppor-
tunity to participate in the C&R recommendation as-
sessment process before a recommendation is made.

EVALUATION OF INCONSISTENCY/
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH EXISTING 

STATE REGULATIONS, STATE STATUTES, 
OR FEDERAL STATUTES

Pursuant to Government Code section 11346.5, sub-
division (a) (3) (D), the Board has determined the pro-
posed regulations are not inconsistent or incompatible 
with existing state regulations, state statutes, and fed-
eral statutes. After conducting a review for any reg-
ulations that would relate to or affect this area, the 
Board has concluded that these are the only regula-
tions that concern the commutation and recall of sen-
tence recommendation assessment process. Existing 
regulations mention consultations; however, these reg-
ulations are not inconsistent or incompatible with this 
proposed rulemaking.
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MANDATES ON LOCAL AGENCIES OR 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS

This rulemaking action does not impose a mandate 
on local agencies or school districts, or a mandate re-
quiring reimbursement of costs or savings pursuant to 
Government Code sections 17500 through 17630.

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

	● Cost or savings to any state agency: For the Board 
of Parole Hearings, approximately $712,083.36 
will be absorbed within existing budgets and re-
sources starting in fiscal year 2026–2027 and ap-
proximately $175,605.32 will require additional 
funding starting fiscal year 2027–2028 and will 
be ongoing. For Case Records Services of the 
California Department of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation, approximately $50,239.90 of overtime 
costs in fiscal year 2026–2027 will require addi-
tional funding, approximately $120,216.00 for a 
limited two–year term employee starting fiscal 
year 2026–2027 will require additional funding, 
and approximately $27,432.05 of overtime costs 
will require additional funding starting fiscal 
year 2027–2028 and be ongoing.

	● Cost to any local agency or school district that is 
required to be reimbursed: NONE.

	● Other nondiscretionary cost or savings imposed 
on local agencies: NONE.

	● Cost or savings in federal funding to the state: 
NONE.

EFFECT ON HOUSING COSTS

The Board has determined that the proposed action 
will have no effect on housing costs.

COST IMPACTS ON REPRESENTATIVE 
PRIVATE PERSONS OR BUSINESSES

The Board is not aware of any cost impacts a repre-
sentative private person or business would necessari-
ly incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed 
action.

SIGNIFICANT STATEWIDE ADVERSE 
ECONOMIC IMPACT ON BUSINESS

The Board has determined the proposed regulations 
will not have a significant statewide adverse econom-
ic impact directly affecting businesses, including the 
ability of California businesses to compete with busi-
nesses in other states.

EFFECT ON SMALL BUSINESSES

The Board has determined that the proposed regu-
lations do not have a significant adverse economic im-
pact on small businesses because this action places no 
obligations or requirements on any business.

RESULTS OF ECONOMIC  
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The Board has determined that the proposed reg-
ulations do not have a significant impact on the fol-
lowing: (1) elimination of any jobs, (2) creation of any 
new businesses, (3) elimination of any existing busi-
nesses, or (4) expansion of businesses currently doing 
business within California. The Board has also deter-
mined that the proposed regulations will have no ef-
fect on worker safety or the state’s environment.

These regulations may benefit the health and wel-
fare of California residents by continuing to promote 
public safety and encourage rehabilitation among the 
incarcerated population.

The Board currently anticipates the proposed regu-
lations will require the creation of 1.05 Forensic As-
sessment Division psychologist positions with the 
Board, ongoing, and 1 Correctional Case Records Ad-
ministrator with Case Records Services of the Califor-
nia Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation on a 
limited two–year term.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

Pursuant to Government Code section 11346.5, sub-
division (a) (13), the Board must determine that no 
reasonable alternative it considered, or that has oth-
erwise been identified and brought to its attention, 
would be more effective in carrying out the purpose 
for which the action is proposed, or would be as effec-
tive and less burdensome to affected private persons, 
than the proposed regulatory action, or would be more  
cost–effective to affected private persons and equally 
effective in implementing the statutory policy or other 
provision of law.

The Board invites interested persons to present 
statements or arguments with respect to alternatives 
to the proposed regulations during the written public 
comment period.

AVAILABILITY OF PROPOSED TEXT AND 
INITIAL STATEMENT OF REASONS

The Board will make available the text and the Ini-
tial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) of the proposed reg-
ulations. The rulemaking file for this regulatory ac-
tion, which contains those items and all the informa-
tion on which the proposal is based (i.e., the rulemak-
ing file) is available to the public upon request di-
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rected to the Board’s contact person identified in 
this Notice. The proposed text, ISOR, and this No-
tice will be made available on the Board’s website at  
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg–revisions/.

AVAILABILITY OF FINAL  
STATEMENT OF REASONS

Upon its completion, copies of the Final State-
ment of Reasons may be obtained by contact-
ing the Board’s contact person identified in 
this Notice or by visiting the Board’s website at  
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg–revisions/.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGES  
TO PROPOSED TEXT

After considering all timely and relevant com-
ments received, the Board may adopt the proposed 
regulations substantially as described in this No-
tice. If the Board makes modifications that are suffi-
ciently related to the originally proposed text, it will 
make the modified text (with the changes clearly in-
dicated) available to the public for at least 15 days be-
fore the Board adopts, amends, or repeals the regula-
tions as revised. Please send requests for copies of any 
modified regulation text to the attention of the con-
tact person identified in this Notice. The modified text 
will also be made available on the Board’s website at  
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg–revisions/. 
If the Board makes modifications, the Board will ac-
cept written comments on the modified regulations 
for 15 days after the date on which they are made 
available.

TITLE 17.  CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE 
FOR REGENERATIVE MEDICINE

AWARD MANAGEMENT POLICY

SUBMITTAL OF COMMENTS

Any interested party may present comments in 
writing about the proposed amendments to the agen-
cy contact person named in this notice. Written com-
ments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 
October 21, 2025. Comments regarding this pro-
posed action may also be transmitted via email to  
ampcomments@cirm.ca.gov or via US Mail to the ad-
dress listed below under “Agency Contact”.

PUBLIC HEARING

At this time, no public hearing has been sched-
uled concerning the proposed regulations. Howev-
er, the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
(CIRM) will hold a hearing if it receives a written re-
quest for a public hearing from any interested person, 
or their authorized representative, no later than 15 
days before the close of the written comment period.

SECTIONS AFFECTED

The proposed regulatory action adds Section 100505 
to Chapter 5 of Title 17 of the California Code of Reg-
ulations, and the document incorporated by reference 
into section 100505.

AUTHORITY

Article XXXV of the California Constitution and 
Health and Safety Code Section 125290.40, subdivi-
sion l).

REFERENCE

Sections 125290.30, 125290.40, 125290.50, 
125290.60 and 125292.10, Health and Safety Code.

INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY 
STATEMENT OVERVIEW

The California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
(“Institute” or “CIRM”) was established in 2005 af-
ter the passage in 2004 of Proposition 71and allocated 
additional funds in 2020 with passage of Proposition 
14 (the “Act”) in November of that year. These bal-
lot measures established a new state agency to make 
grants and provide loans for stem cell research, gene 
therapy research, research facilities and other vital re-
search opportunities. The Independent Citizens’ Over-
sight Committee (“ICOC”) is the 35–member govern-
ing board for the Institute. The ICOC members are 
public officials, appointed on the basis of their experi-
ence earned in California’s leading public universities, 
non–profit academic and research institutions, patient 
advocacy groups and the biotechnology industry. The 
Act charges the ICOC with developing standards and 
criteria to make awards and to develop standards and 
criteria for proper oversight of awards. (§ 125290.50.) 
To that end, CIRM adopted the CIRM Award Man-
agement Policy (“AMP”), an update to existing regu-
lations governing oversight and management of CIRM 
awards (see CIRM Regulations 100503 and 100504 

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg-revisions/
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg-revisions/
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/bph/statutes/reg-revisions/
mailto:ampcomments@cirm.ca.gov
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(“Grants Administration Policy for Clinical Stage 
Projects” and “Grants Administration Policy for Dis-
covery, Translation, and Education Projects,” respec-
tively), and the Grants Administration Policy for Fa-
cilities and Equipment Grants (Regulation 100700)).

Proposed section 100505 incorporates by reference 
the AMP and indicates that recipients of awards will 
be subject to this particular AMP. This section indi-
cates that amendments to the policy will be applied to 
current active awards at the next budget or milestone 
period after the effective date of any amendments.

The policy incorporated by reference by section 
100505 serves as the terms and conditions for all 
CIRM awards. In addition, it provides guidance to ap-
plicants and Awardees regarding their responsibilities. 
Principal investigators, program directors, and orga-
nizational officials with grants management responsi-
bilities are urged to read this document carefully and 
to refer to relevant sections for answers to questions 
that arise concerning the administration of CIRM 
awards. Applicants and Awardees may be required to 
document compliance with any and all provisions set 
forth in this policy.

By accepting CIRM funding, Awardees agree to 
comply with the provisions set forth in this policy.

This policy may be amended or revised periodical-
ly. Any new or amended regulations adopted by the 
Independent Citizens’ Oversight Committee (ICOC), 
the governing board of CIRM, will be applied to cur-
rently active awards on the start date of the next Op-
erational Milestone, except as provided in the relevant 
CIRM Intellectual Property Regulations. CIRM will 
notify principal investigators, program directors and 
organizational officials with active CIRM awards of 
amendments to, or revisions of, this policy as they are 
released. Amendments or revisions will be posted on 
the CIRM website (http://www.cirm.ca.gov).

CIRM’s right to enforce this policy shall survive 
the end of the term of the CIRM Award, and should 
CIRM no longer exist, that right may be exercised by 
the State of California.

As with prior CIRM grants administration policies, 
this AMP will describe the grant application and re-
view process, which details the application submis-
sion, budget review and application review process-
es, criteria for the review of applications, appeals of 
scientific review, the process for approval for funding 
and delineate certain policies regarding access to pub-
lic records and use of personal information.

The AMP also addresses the elements of the  
pre–award process, which governs the pre–funding 
administrative review, conditions of liability, public 
policy requirements (such as rules governing use of 
human stem cell lines, for example), documents and 
certifications required during the “just–in–time” pe-

riod prior to award execution, and the elements of the 
award notice.

Principal Investigators and institutions will also 
find terms governing award acceptance and rules gov-
erning election to treat an award as a loan.

Finally, consistent with prior CIRM grants admin-
istration policies, the AMP details the rules govern-
ing the payment and use of CIRM funds, identifying 
and describing allowable costs and activities that may 
be funded with CIRM funds, allowable and unallow-
able facilities costs, prior approval requirements, ac-
counting and documentation requirements (which are 
subject to access and audit requirements by CIRM or 
its agents), consequences for misuse of CIRM funds, 
the reporting requirements necessary to monitor prog-
ress, and finally rules regarding termination and con-
sequences for failure of compliance.

ANTICIPATED BENEFITS OF THE 
PROPOSED REGULATION

To the extent the regulation facilitates use of the 
funds and encourages development of intellectual 
property and return to the state as required by law, and 
to the extent California institutions apply for and re-
ceive research funds, such requirements are indirectly 
attributable to increased economic activity spurred by 
the investment research funds in the state and resul-
tant positive business and employment development. 
Also, to the extent the regulation makes it possible for 
the expenditure of research funds in the state, and to 
the extent that research results in medical treatments 
and cures for chronic disease and injury, the regula-
tion indirectly benefits the health and welfare of Cali-
fornia residents who will benefit from such treatments 
and cures.

CONSISTENCY AND COMPATIBILITY 
WITH EXISTING STATE REGULATIONS

CIRM has conducted an evaluation for any other 
regulations on this area and has concluded that this 
is the only regulation concerning administration of 
CIRM–funded awards for late–stage research proj-
ects. Therefore, the proposed regulation is neither in-
consistent nor incompatible with any other existing 
state regulations.

INCORPORATED BY  
REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

California Institute for Regenerative Medicine 
Award Management Policy (AMP) dated (regulation 
effective date).

http://www.cirm.ca.gov
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DISCLOSURES REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

CIRM has made the following initial determinations:
Mandate on local agencies and school districts:

 None.
Effect on Small Business:

CIRM has determined that the proposed action will 
have no impact on small businesses. The regulation 
implements conditions on awarding and administer-
ing awards for stem cell and gene therapy research. 
This research is conducted almost exclusively by large 
public and private nonprofit institutions. As such, the 
regulation is not expected to adversely impact small 
business as defined in Government Code Section 
11342.610.
Impact on Local Agencies or School Districts:

CIRM has determined that the proposed action does 
not impose a mandate on local agencies or school dis-
tricts, nor do they require reimbursement by the state 
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) 
of Division 4 of the Government Code because the 
amendments do not constitute a “new program or 
higher level of service of an existing program” within 
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII of the Cali-
fornia Constitution. CIRM has also determined that 
no nondiscretionary costs or savings to local agen-
cies or school districts will result from the proposed 
amendments.
Costs or Savings to State Agencies:

CIRM has determined that no savings or increased 
costs to any agency will result from the proposed 
regulation.
Effect on Federal Funding to the State:

CIRM has determined that no costs or savings in 
federal funding to the state will result from the pro-
posed regulation.
Effect on Housing Costs:

CIRM has determined that the proposed regulation 
will have no effect on housing costs.
Significant Statewide Adverse Economic Impact 
Directly Affecting Businesses:

CIRM has made an initial determination that the 
proposed regulation will not have a significant state-
wide adverse economic impact directly affecting busi-
nesses, including the ability of California Businesses 
to compete with businesses in other states.
Cost Impacts on Representative Private Persons or 
Businesses:

CIRM has made an initial determination that the 
adoption of this regulation will not have a significant 
cost impact on representative private persons or busi-
nesses. CIRM is not aware of any cost impacts that a 
representative private person or business would nec-

essarily incur in reasonable compliance with the pro-
posed regulation.
Business Reporting Requirement:

CIRM finds that it is necessary for the health, safety, 
or welfare of the people of this state that the document 
incorporated by reference by the proposed regulation, 
which requires a report, apply to business.

RESULTS OF ECONOMIC  
IMPACT ANALYSIS

The above analysis is based on that fact that the pro-
posed regulation does not impose new requirements 
on existing business operations or functions of oth-
er agencies or individuals, but implements standards 
for seeking and using state grant funds for scientif-
ic research. In most cases, such grants include funds 
to cover overhead and other indirect costs of the re-
search, including most compliance activities. CIRM 
has made an initial determination that it is unlikely 
the proposed action will impact the creation or elim-
ination of jobs, the creation of new businesses or the 
elimination of existing businesses, or the expansion of 
businesses currently doing business within the State of 
California, nor directly impact the health and welfare 
of California residents, worker safety, and the state’s 
environment. However, applicants and awardees of 
CIRM funds would have a clear understanding of their 
responsibilities in accepting and using state funds for 
stem cell and gene therapy research, which ultimate-
ly benefits the citizenry of California. In addition, to 
the extent the regulation facilitates use of the funds 
and encourages invention and return to the state as re-
quired by law, and to the extent California institutions 
apply for and receive research, infrastructure, work-
force development and other funds, such requirements 
are indirectly attributable to increased economic ac-
tivity spurred by the investment funds in the state and 
resultant positive business and employment develop-
ment. Also, to the extent the regulation makes it pos-
sible for the expenditure of funds in the state, and to 
the extent that research results in medical treatments 
and cures for chronic disease and injury, the regula-
tion indirectly benefits the health and welfare of Cali-
fornia residents who will benefit from such treatments 
and cures.

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES

In accordance with Government Code Section 
11346.5, subdivision (a) (l3), CIRM must determine 
that no reasonable alternative it considered, or that has 
otherwise been identified and brought to its attention, 
would be more effective in carrying out the purpose 
for which the action is proposed or would be as effec-
tive and less burdensome to affected private persons or 
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would be more cost–effective to affected private per-
sons and equally effective in implementing the statu-
tory policy or other provision of the law than the pro-
posal described in this Notice. CIRM invites interest-
ed persons to present statements or arguments with 
respect to alternatives to the proposed amendments at 
the scheduled hearing or during the written comment 
period.

AVAILABILITY OF STATEMENT 
OF REASONS, TEXT OF PROPOSED 

REGULATIONS, AND RULEMAKING FILE

CIRM has prepared an Initial Statement of Reasons, 
and has available the express terms of the proposed 
regulation and the policy incorporated by reference, 
all of the information upon which the regulation and 
policy are based, and a rulemaking file. A copy of the 
Initial Statement of Reasons and the proposed text of 
the regulation and policy may be obtained from the 
agency contact person named in this notice. The infor-
mation upon which CIRM relied in preparing this pro-
posal and the rulemaking file are available for review 
at the address specified below.

AVAILABILITY OF CHANGED  
OR MODIFIED TEXT

After holding the hearing and considering all time-
ly and relevant comments, CIRM may adopt the pro-
posed amendments substantially as described in this 
notice. If CIRM makes modifications that are suffi-
ciently related to the originally proposed text of the 
amendments, it will make the modified text (with the 
changes clearly indicated) available to the pubic for 
at least 15 days before it adopts the regulations as 
amended. Requests for the modified text should be ad-
dressed to the agency contact person named in this 
notice. CIRM will accept written comments on any 
changes for 15 days after the modified text is made 
available.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS  
ON THE INTERNET

Copies of this Notice, the proposed text of the regu-
lation, and the Initial Statement of Reasons may be ac-
cessed on CIRM’s website at www.cirm.ca.gov.

AGENCY CONTACT

Written comments about the proposed regulatory 
action; requests for a copy of the Initial Statements of 
Reasons, the proposed text of the amendments; and 
inquiries regarding the rulemaking file may be direct-
ed to:

C. Scott Tocher
Associate Vice President, Board Governance
California Institute for Regenerative Medicine
601 Gateway Boulevard, Suite 400
South San Francisco, CA 94080
(510) 340–9101

Questions on the substance of the proposed regula-
tory action may be directed to:

Ione Hughes, Project Manager — Operations
California Institute for Regenerative Medicine
(510) 424–4694

AVAILABILITY OF FINAL  
STATEMENT OF REASONS

Following its preparation, a copy of the Final State-
ment of Reasons may be obtained from the contact 
person named above.

 

GENERAL PUBLIC INTEREST

DEPARTMENT OF  
FISH AND WILDLIFE

HABITAT RESTORATION AND 
ENHANCEMENT ACT  

CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 
NUMBER 1653–2025–168–001–R1

Project: Moffett Creek Restoration Project
Location: Siskiyou County
Applicant: Frank Brinar
Background

Project Location: The Moffett Creek Resto-
ration Project (Project) is located approximately 14 
miles southeast of Fort Jones, Siskiyou County, CA, 

http://www.cirm.ca.gov
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along Moffett Creek, tributary to the Scott River, at 
41.56679° North, 122.68885° West, at a property 
owned by Frank Brinar, at Assessor Parcel Number 
(APN) 022–030–500–000.

Project Description: This Project will construct a 
series of Beaver Dam Analogs (BDAs) in a heavily in-
cised reach of Moffett Creek to provide grade control, 
increase instream structural complexity, and reacti-
vate historical floodplains within the treatment reach. 
The Project will result in increases in floodplain acti-
vation frequency, decreases in bank erosion and ver-
tical incision, increased quality of riparian and wet 
meadow plant habitat, and increase the residence time 
of surface and shallow groundwater within the Proj-
ect area.

Approximately 30 BDAs will be constructed along a 
0.7–mile reach of Moffett Creek. With some variation, 
each BDA structure will be approximately 25–feet 
wide by 10–feet long by three–feet tall. BDAs will be 
constructed of native vegetative materials, primarily 
willows, conifer branches, sage, and sod. Some BDAs 
will require vertical posts to be driven into the stream-
bed to anchor the structure to give the structures ex-
tra support to withstand high flow events. BDAs will 
be installed using a hydraulic post driver, grip hoist, 
chainsaws, shovels, loppers, post drivers, and hand 
saws. Construction of BDAs will take place within the 
wetted portion of the channel when flow has ceased 
or reached low–flow conditions, and no dewatering of 
the channel will be required.

Project Size: The total area of ground disturbance 
associated with the Project is approximately 3.88 acres 
and 300 linear feet. The proposed Project complies 
with the General 401 Certification for Small Habitat 
Restoration Projects and associated categorical ex-
emption from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Cal. Code Regs., title 14, § 15333).

Project Associated Discharge: Discharge of materi-
als into Waters of the State, as defined by Water Code 
section 13050, subdivision (e), resulting from the Proj-
ect include those associated with the following: Native 
vegetation and untreated wooden posts.

Project Timeframes: Start date: August 2025
Completion date: October 2025
Work window: August 15–October 31

Water Quality Certification Background: Because 
the Project’s primary purpose is habitat restoration 
intended to improve the quality of waters in Califor-
nia and improve native habitat, the Northern Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) 
issued a Notice of Applicability (NOA) for Cover-
age under the State Water Resources Control Board 
General 401 Water Quality Certification Order for 
Small Habitat Restoration Projects SB12006GN (Or-
der) (Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) Num-

ber 1A25065WNSI for the Project. The NOA de-
scribes the Project and requires the Applicant to com-
ply with terms of the Order. Additionally, the Appli-
cant has provided a supplemental document that sets 
forth measures to avoid and minimize impacts to na-
tive species.

Receiving Water: Moffett Creek, tributary to the 
Scott River.

Filled or Excavated Area: Permanent area 
impacted: 3.88 acres

Temporary area impacted: 0.36 acres
Length permanently impacted: 300 linear feet
Length temporarily impacted: 0 linear feet
Discharge Volume: 833 cubic yards (cy) native 

vegetation and untreated wooden posts.

Regional Water Board staff determined that the 
Project may proceed under the Order. Additionally, 
Regional Water Board staff determined that the Proj-
ect, as described in the Notice of Intent (NOI) com-
plies with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.).

On June 21, 2025, the Director of the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a no-
tice from the Applicant requesting a determination 
pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653 that the 
NOA, NOI, and related species protection measures 
are consistent with the Habitat Restoration and En-
hancement Act (HREA) with respect to the Project.

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653, sub-
division (c), CDFW filed an initial notice with the Of-
fice of Administrative Law on June 21, 2025, for pub-
lishing in the General Public Interest section of the 
California Regulatory Notice Register (Cal. Reg. No-
tice File Number Z–2025–0721–01) on August 1, 2025. 
Upon approval, CDFW will file a final notice pursuant 
to Fish and Game Code section 1653, subdivision (f).
Determination

CDFW has determined that the NOA, NOI, and re-
lated species protection measures are consistent with 
HREA as to the Project and meets the conditions set 
forth in Fish and Game Code section 1653 for autho-
rizing the Project.

Specifically, CDFW finds that: (1) The Project pur-
pose is voluntary habitat restoration and the Project is 
not required as mitigation; (2) the Project is not part 
of a regulatory permit for a non–habitat restoration or 
enhancement construction activity, a regulatory set-
tlement, a regulatory enforcement action, or a court 
order; and (3) the Project meets the eligibility require-
ments of the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
Order for Clean Water Act section 401 General Wa-
ter Quality Certification for Small Habitat Restoration 
Projects.
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Avoidance and Minimization Measures
The avoidance and minimization measures for Proj-

ect, as required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (b) (4), were included in an attachment to 
the NOI. The specific avoidance and minimization re-
quirements are found in an attachment to the NOI ti-
tled “Appendix A: Moffett Creek Restoration Project 
Application Supporting Materials” in the section ti-
tled ‘Project Conservation Measures’ beginning on 
page 4.
Monitoring and Reporting

As required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (g), the Applicant included a copy of the 
monitoring and reporting plan. The Applicant’s Moni-
toring and Reporting Plan provides a timeline for res-
toration, performance standards, and monitoring pa-
rameters and protocols. Specific requirements of the 
plan are found in an attachment to the NOI titled “Ap-
pendix A: Moffett Creek Restoration Project Applica-
tion Supporting Materials” in the section titled ‘Proj-
ect Monitoring and Reporting Plan’ beginning on 
page 3.
Notice of Completion

Coverage under the State Water Resources Control 
Board General 401 Water Quality Certification Or-
der for Small Habitat Restoration Projects requires the 
Applicant to submit a Notice of Completion (NOC) no 
later than 30 days after the project has been complet-
ed. A complete NOC includes at a minimum:

	● photographs with a descriptive title;
	● date the photograph was taken;
	● name of the photographic site;
	● WDID number indicated above;
	● success criteria for the Project.
The NOC shall demonstrate that the Applicant has 

carried out the Project in accordance with the Project 
description as provided in the Applicant’s NOI. Ap-
plicant shall include the project name, WDID num-
ber, and ECM PIN number with all future inquiries 
and document submittals. Pursuant to Fish and Game 
Code section 1653, subdivision (g), the Applicant shall 
submit the monitoring plan, monitoring report, and 
notice of completion to CDFW as required by the Gen-
eral Order. Applicant shall submit documents elec-
tronically to: Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov.
Project Authorization

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1654,  
CDFW’s approval of a habitat restoration or enhance-
ment project pursuant to section 1652 or 1653 shall 
be in lieu of any other permit, agreement, license, or 
other approval issued by the department, including, 
but not limited to, those issued pursuant to Chapter 6 
(commencing with section 1600) and Chapter 10 (com-
mencing with section 1900) of this Division and Chap-

ter 1.5 (commencing with section 2050) of Division 3. 
Additionally, Applicant must adhere to all measures 
contained in the approved NOA and comply with oth-
er conditions described in the NOI.

If there are any substantive changes to the Project or 
if the Water Board amends or replaces the NOA, the 
Applicant shall be required to obtain a new consisten-
cy determination from CDFW. (See generally Fish & 
Game Code, § 1654, subdivision (c).)

DEPARTMENT OF  
FISH AND WILDLIFE

HABITAT RESTORATION AND 
ENHANCEMENT ACT  

CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 
NUMBER 1653–2025–170–001–R1

Project: Jenny Creek Barrier Removal Project
Location: Siskiyou County
Applicant: Evan Bulla (Trout Unlimited)
Background

Project Location: The Jenny Creek Barrier Remov-
al Project (Project) is located along Jenny Creek, a 
tributary to the Klamath River. The site is approxi-
mately 1.6 miles upstream from Jenny Creek and its 
confluence with the Klamath River and 1.13 miles up-
stream of Copco Road Bridge, at a property owned by 
Klamath River Renewal Corporation, Assessor Par-
cel Number (APN) 041–030–230, 041–030–170, 041–
030–180, and 041–030–120, at latitude 41.9831451°N 
and longitude 122.3823109°W.

Project Description: The primary objective of the 
Project is to remove a legacy concrete gravity diver-
sion dam from within Jenny Creek to re–establish fish 
passage and improve natural stream processes. Due to 
the remote nature of the project area and the lack of de-
veloped access to the Jenny Creek dam, full removal 
using heavy equipment would require additional and 
unnecessary disturbance; therefore, explosives and 
manual removal of the debris from the stream channel 
has been identified as the lowest–impact option for re-
moval. Explosives will be used to break the dam into 
smaller pieces, which will then be removed manually 
from the stream and transported to upland locations.

Access to the dam is limited by remoteness and 
rough natural terrain. There is an undeveloped access 
route, approximately 8,300 linear feet, cut into the 
northern valley hillside, terminating within 500 feet 
of the dam location. The access route is uneven, cov-
ered in scattered boulders and cobble of various siz-
es, and undeveloped natural substrate. Access route 
improvements will be made by an excavator tracking 
from Copco Road to the termination point of the un-

mailto:Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov


CALIFORNIA REGULATORY NOTICE REGISTER 2025, VOLUME NUMBER 36–Z

1119

developed access route. Surface boulders and cobbles 
will be picked out and relocated off the access route. 
Minimal earth grading will take place only where the 
route has been identified as a safety hazard to offroad 
vehicles due to uneven, slumped substrate. This will 
improve access for the use of offroad transportation, 
including utility transportation vehicles (UTVs), by 
field crews. The estimated 500 feet after the termina-
tion of the access route, can only be reached on foot 
through heavy riparian brush on the western side of 
the dam. To limit vegetation and stream disturbance, 
there will be no access improvements made to the re-
maining 500 feet from the termination of the access 
route to the project site.

An air powered rock drill will be used to drill a se-
ries of 38 one–and–three–quarter–inch diameter by 
five–foot–deep holes. Each hole will be loaded with a 
two–part explosive before being stemmed and simul-
taneously detonated. Drilling of holes, charge prepa-
ration, hole loading, and shooting is expected to be 
accomplished in one day. However, if the entire shot 
cannot be accomplished after holes are drilled, then 
work will stop and continue the next day.

Due to the potential high pH of the concrete struc-
ture, most of the concrete rubble will be transported 
out of the water and relocated into upland areas. Crews 
will identify and remove as much material by hand as 
possible to the upland disposal site, a 0.045–acre area 
on river left. Any remaining materials, including re-
bar, will be completely removed from the Project area 
following the demolition of the dam.

Project Size: The total area of ground disturbance 
associated with the Project is approximately 2.039 
acres and 30 linear feet. The proposed Project com-
plies with the General 401 Certification for Small Hab-
itat Restoration Projects and associated categorical ex-
emption from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Cal. Code Regs., title 14, § 15333).

Project Timeframes: Start date: August 2025
Completion date: October 2025
Work window: August 15–October 15

Water Quality Certification Background: Because 
the Project’s primary purpose is habitat restoration in-
tended to improve the quality of waters in California 
and improve fish passage on Jenny Creek, the North 
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Re-
gional Water Board) issued a Notice of Applicability 
(NOA) for Coverage under the State Water Resourc-
es Control Board General 401 Water Quality Certi-
fication Order for Small Habitat Restoration Projects 
SB12006GN (Order) (Waste Discharge Identification 
(WDID) Number 1A25090WNSI for the Project. The 
NOA describes the Project and requires the Applicant 
to comply with the terms of the Order. Additionally, 
the Applicant has provided a supplemental document 

that sets forth measures to avoid and minimize im-
pacts to natural resources.

Receiving Water: Jenny Creek, tributary to the 
Klamath River.

Filled or Excavated Area: Permanent area 
impacted: none

Temporary area impacted: 2.039 acres maximum
Length permanently impacted: 0 linear feet
Length temporarily impacted: 30 linear feet
Dredge Volume: 0

Regional Water Board staff determined that the 
Project may proceed under the Order. Additionally, 
Regional Water Board staff determined that the Proj-
ect, as described in the Notice of Intent (NOI) com-
plies with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.).

On July 28, 2025, the Director of the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a no-
tice from the Applicant requesting a determination 
pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653 that the 
NOA, NOI, and related species protection measures 
are consistent with the Habitat Restoration and En-
hancement Act (HREA) with respect to the Project.

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653, sub-
division (c), CDFW filed an initial notice with the Of-
fice of Administrative Law on July 28, 2025, for pub-
lishing in the General Public Interest section of the 
California Regulatory Notice Register (Cal. Reg. No-
tice File Number Z– 2025–0728–03) on August 8, 
2025. Upon approval, CDFW will file a final notice 
pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653, subdi-
vision (f).
Determination

CDFW has determined that the NOA, NOI, and re-
lated species protection measures are consistent with 
HREA as to the Project and meets the conditions set 
forth in Fish and Game Code section 1653 for autho-
rizing the Project.

Specifically, CDFW finds that: (1) The Project pur-
pose is voluntary habitat restoration and the Project is 
not required as mitigation; (2) the Project is not part 
of a regulatory permit for a non–habitat restoration or 
enhancement construction activity, a regulatory set-
tlement, a regulatory enforcement action, or a court 
order; and (3) the Project meets the eligibility require-
ments of the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
Order for Clean Water Act section 401 General Wa-
ter Quality Certification for Small Habitat Restoration 
Projects.
Avoidance and Minimization Measures

The avoidance and minimization measures for Proj-
ect, as required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (b) (4), were included in an attachment to 
the NOI. The specific avoidance and minimization re-
quirements are found in an attachment to the NOI, ti-
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tled ‘Jenny Creek Dam Removal Project: Appendix A 
Supplemental Information’ in the section titled ‘Avoid-
ance of Impacts’ (beginning on page 11).
Monitoring and Reporting

As required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (g), the Applicant included a copy of the 
monitoring and reporting plan. The Applicant’s Moni-
toring and Reporting Plan provides a timeline for res-
toration, performance standards, and monitoring pa-
rameters and protocols. Specific requirements of the 
plan are found in an attachment to the NOI, titled ‘Jen-
ny Creek Dam Removal Project: Appendix B Monitor-
ing and Reporting Plan’ (beginning on page 45).
Notice of Completion

Coverage under the State Water Resources Control 
Board General 401 Water Quality Certification Or-
der for Small Habitat Restoration Projects requires the 
Applicant to submit a Notice of Completion (NOC) no 
later than 30 days after the project has been complet-
ed. A complete NOC includes at a minimum:

	● photographs with a descriptive title;
	● date the photograph was taken;
	● name of the photographic site;
	● WDID number indicated above;
	● success criteria for the Project.
The NOC shall demonstrate that the Applicant has 

carried out the Project in accordance with the Project 
description as provided in the Applicant’s NOI. Ap-
plicant shall include the project name, WDID num-
ber with all future inquiries and document submit-
tals. Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (g), the Applicant shall submit the mon-
itoring plan, monitoring report, and notice of com-
pletion to CDFW as required by the General Order. 
Applicant shall submit documents electronically to:  
Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov.
Project Authorization

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1654,  
CDFW’s approval of a habitat restoration or enhance-
ment project pursuant to section 1652 or 1653 shall 
be in lieu of any other permit, agreement, license, or 
other approval issued by the department, including, 
but not limited to, those issued pursuant to Chapter 6 
(commencing with section 1600) and Chapter 10 (com-
mencing with section 1900) of this Division and Chap-
ter 1.5 (commencing with section 2050) of Division 3. 
Additionally, Applicant must adhere to all measures 
contained in the approved NOA and comply with oth-
er conditions described in the NOI.

If there are any substantive changes to the Project or 
if the Water Board amends or replaces the NOA, the 
Applicant shall be required to obtain a new consisten-
cy determination from CDFW. (See generally Fish & 
Game Code, § 1654, subdivision (c).)

DEPARTMENT OF  
FISH AND WILDLIFE

CALIFORNIA ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT  
CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 

NUMBER 2080–2025–005–03

Project: Redwood Crossing Project
Location: Sonoma County
Applicant: Redwood Crossing RP, LLC
Notifier: Helix Environmental Planning, Inc
Background

Redwood Crossing RP, LLC (Applicant) proposes 
to construct a residential development on a 6.62–acre 
site. The Redwood Crossing Project (Project) includes 
constructing 105 high–density apartment units, office 
space, a clubhouse, a common kitchen area, a pool, 
storage facilities, guest parking, landscaping, internal 
roads, and associated infrastructure within the Proj-
ect site.

The Project activities described above are expected 
to incidentally take 1 the Sonoma County Distinct Pop-
ulation Segment of California tiger salamander (Am-
bystoma californiense) (CTS) where those activities 
take place within the Project site. In particular, CTS 
could be incidentally taken as a result of crushing or 
entombing of individuals during construction, grub-
bing, cut and fill grading, trench digging, vehicular ac-
cess, or collapsing of burrows; entrapment in excavat-
ed pits, trenches, or within construction materials; and 
exposure to contaminants during the construction or 
repair of buildings and roadways. Incidental take may 
also occur in the form of pursue, catch, capture, or at-
tempt to do so from CTS surveying and relocating op-
erations. CTS is designated as an endangered species 
pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
(16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.) and as a threatened species 
pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA) (Fish & Game Code, § 2050 et seq.). (See Cal. 
Code Regs., title 14, § 670.5, subdivision (b) (3) (G).)

CTS individuals are documented as present within 
approximately 0.9 miles from the Project site and there 
is suitable CTS habitat within and adjacent to the Proj-
ect site. Because of the proximity of the nearest docu-
mented CTS, dispersal patterns of CTS, and the pres-
ence of suitable CTS habitat within the Project site, the 
United States Fish & Wildlife Service (Service) deter-
mined that CTS is reasonably certain to occur within 

1 Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 86, “ ‘Take’ means 
hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, 
catch, capture, or kill.” See also Environmental Protection In-
formation Center v. California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (2008) 44 Cal.4th 459, 507 (for purposes of incidental 
take permitting under Fish and Game Code section 2081, subdivi-
sion (b), “ ‘take’…means to catch, capture or kill”).

mailto:Stacey.Alexander@wildlife.ca.gov
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the Project site and that Project activities are expected 
to result in the incidental take of CTS.

According to the Service, the Project will result in 
the permanent loss of 6.62 acres of CTS upland habitat.

Because the Project is expected to result in take of 
a species designated as endangered under the feder-
al ESA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
consulted with the Service as required by the ESA. 
On July 24, 2025, the Service issued a biological opin-
ion (file Number 2022–0006403) (BO) to the USACE 
which appended the Project to the Santa Rosa Plain 
programmatic biological opinion (file Number 81420–
2008–F–0261–R002) (PBO) which was issued to the 
USACE on June 11, 2020. The BO describes the Proj-
ect, requires the Applicant to comply with terms of 
the PBO and its incidental take statement (ITS), and 
incorporates additional measures.

On July 24, 2025, the Director of the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a no-
tice, on behalf of the Applicant requesting a determi-
nation pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 2080.1 
that the ITS and accompanying BO and PBO are con-
sistent with CESA for purposes of the Project and 
CTS. (Cal. Reg. Notice Register 2025, Number 32–Z, 
p. 1013.)
Determination

CDFW has determined that the ITS, along with its 
accompanying BO that appends the project to the PBO, 
is consistent with CESA as to the Project and CTS be-
cause the mitigation measures contained in the ITS, its 
accompanying BO, and the PBO meet the conditions 
set forth in Fish and Game Code section 2081, subdi-
visions (b) and (c), for authorizing incidental take of 
CESA–listed species. Specifically, CDFW finds that: 
(1) take of CTS will be incidental to an otherwise law-
ful activity; (2) the mitigation measures identified in 
the ITS and accompanying BO, and the PBO will min-
imize and fully mitigate the impacts of the authorized 
take; (3) adequate funding is ensured to implement the 
required avoidance minimization and mitigation mea-
sures and to monitor compliance with, and effective-
ness of those measures; and (4) the Project will not 
jeopardize the continued existence of CTS. The miti-
gation measures in the ITS, its accompanying BO, and 
the PBO include, but are not limited to, the following:
Avoidance and Minimization Measures
1)	 A qualified biological monitor will conduct a 

training session for all construction personnel, 
including contractors and subcontractors, before 
work is started on the Project. The training will 
include, at a minimum, a description of the CTS, 
an explanation of the species’ status and protec-
tion under state and federal laws, the avoidance 
and minimization measures to be implemented 
to reduce loss of these species, and communica-

tion and work stoppage procedures in case a list-
ed species is observed within the Project area. A 
fact sheet conveying this information will be pre-
pared and distributed to all construction person-
nel. The Applicant shall provide interpretation for  
non–English speaking workers.

2)	 Access routes, number and size of staging areas, 
and work areas, will be limited to the minimum 
necessary to achieve the Project goals. Routes 
and boundaries of the roadwork will be clearly 
marked prior to initiating construction/grading. 
Environmentally Sensitive Areas containing 
sensitive habitats adjacent to or within construc-
tion work areas for which physical disturbance 
is not allowed will be clearly delineated using 
high visibility orange fencing. The final Project 
plans will depict all locations where Environ-
mentally Sensitive Area fencing will be installed 
and will provide installation specifications. The 
bid solicitation package will include special pro-
visions and clearly describe acceptable fencing 
material and prohibited construction–related 
activities including vehicle operation, material 
and equipment storage, access roads and other  
surface–disturbing activities within Environ-
mentally Sensitive Areas. The Environmental-
ly Sensitive Area fencing will remain in place 
throughout the duration of the Project, while con-
struction activities are ongoing, and will be regu-
larly inspected and fully maintained at all times. 
The Environmentally Sensitive Area fencing will 
be removed promptly after Project completion.

3)	 Prior to the start of construction, the Applicant 
will install Wildlife Exclusion Fencing (WEF) at 
the edge of the Project footprint in all areas where 
CTS could enter the construction area. The lo-
cation of the fencing shall be determined by the 
onsite Project manager and the Service–approved 
biologist in cooperation with the Service prior to 
the start of staging or surface disturbing activi-
ties. The location, fencing materials, installation 
specifications, and monitoring and repair criteria 
shall be approved by the Service prior to start 
of construction. The WEF shall remain in place 
throughout the duration of the Project and shall 
be inspected weekly and fully maintained. Re-
pairs to the WEF shall be made within 24 hours 
of discovery. Upon Project completion, the WEF 
shall be completely removed, the area cleaned 
of debris and trash and returned to natural con-
ditions. The Applicant may forgo installation of 
WEF if the duration of work activities is very 
short (e.g., 3 days or less) and work will occur 
during the dry season only. If installation of WEF 
will result in more ground disturbance than Proj-
ect activities, then the boundaries, access areas, 
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and sensitive habitats may be staked and flagged 
by the biological monitor prior to disturbance, 
and species monitoring will occur during all 
Project activities.

4)	 The Applicant shall prepare and submit a Relo-
cation Plan for the Service’s written approval. 
The Relocation Plan shall be consistent with the 
guidelines for the relocation of CTS (Shaffer et. 
al. 2008). The Relocation Plan shall contain the 
name(s) of the Service–approved biologist(s) to 
relocate CTS, method of relocation, a map, de-
scription of the proposed release site(s) and bur-
row(s), and written permission from the landown-
er to use their land as a relocation site.

5)	 The Applicant will conduct ground disturbance 
between April 15 and October 15, of any given 
year, depending on the level of rainfall and/or site 
conditions. If work must continue when rain is 
forecast (greater than 40 percent chance of rain), 
a Service–approved biologist(s) shall survey the 
Project site before construction begins each day 
rain is forecast. If rain exceeds 0.5 inches during 
a 24–hour period, work shall cease until National 
Weather Service forecasts no further rain. This 
restriction is not applicable for areas within 1.3 
miles of potential or known CTS breeding sites 
once the Applicant encircles the site with WEF.

6)	 Qualified biological monitor(s) will be on site 
each day during all earth moving activities. The 
biological monitor(s) shall conduct clearance 
surveys at the beginning of each day and regu-
larly throughout the workday when construction 
activities are occurring that may displace, in-
jure, or kill CTS through contact with workers, 
vehicles, and equipment. All aquatic and upland 
habitat, including refugia habitat such as small 
woody debris, refuse, burrow entries, etc., shall 
be duly inspected. Where feasible and only on a  
case–by–case basis, rodent burrows and oth-
er ground openings suspected to contain CTS 
that would be destroyed from Project activities 
may be carefully excavated with hand tools.  
Pre–soaking the area prior to ground disturbance 
may also increase emergence of the species for 
translocation. The Service will consider the im-
plementation of specific Project activities without 
the oversight of an on–site biological monitor on a  
case–by–case basis. Before the start of work each 
day, the biological monitor will check for animals 
under all equipment such as vehicles and stored 
pipes. The biological monitor will check all exca-
vated steep–walled holes or trenches greater than 
one foot deep for any CTS. CTS will be removed 
by the biological monitor and relocated accord-
ing to the Relocation Plan. To prevent inadvertent 

entrapment of animals during construction, all 
excavated, steep–walled holes or trenches more 
than 6 inches deep will be covered with plywood 
(or similar materials) that leave no entry gaps at 
the close of each working day or provided with 
one or more escape ramps constructed of earth 
fill or wooden planks. The Service–approved bi-
ologist shall inspect all holes and trenches at the 
beginning of each workday and before such holes 
or trenches are filled. All replacement pipes, cul-
verts, or similar structures stored in the Project 
footprint overnight will be inspected before they 
are subsequently moved, capped, and/or buried.

7)	 A Service–approved biologist will be present 
during all vegetation clearing and grubbing ac-
tivities. Grasses and weedy vegetation should 
be mowed to a height no greater than 6 inches 
prior to ground–disturbing activities. All cleared 
vegetation will be removed from the Project 
footprint to prevent attracting animals to the 
Project site. Prior to vegetation removal, the  
Service–approved biologist shall thoroughly sur-
vey the area for CTS. Once the qualified biologist 
has thoroughly surveyed the area, clearing and 
grubbing may continue without further restric-
tions on equipment; however, the qualified biol-
ogist shall remain onsite to monitor for CTS until 
all clearing and grubbing activities are complete. 
The biological monitor(s) shall have authority to 
stop Project activities if they determine any con-
ditions of approval are not being fulfilled. If the 
biological monitor exercises this authority, the 
Service shall be notified by telephone and email 
within 24 hours.

8)	 Only Service–approved biologists shall partic-
ipate in activities associated with the capture, 
handling, relocation, and monitoring of CTS. If 
a CTS is encountered, work activities within 50 
feet of the individual shall cease immediately and 
the onsite project manager and Service–approved 
biologist shall be notified. Based on the profes-
sional judgment of the Service–approved biolo-
gist, if project activities can be conducted without 
harming or injuring the individual(s), it may be 
left at the location of discovery and monitored by 
the Service–approved biologist. All project per-
sonnel shall be notified of the finding and at no 
time shall work occur within 50 feet of the CTS 
without a Service–approved biologist present. If 
relocation of the species to another site has been 
approved by the Service and CDFW prior to the 
start of the Project, the following steps shall be 
followed:
a.	 Prior to handling and relocation, the  

Service–approved biologist will take pre-
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cautions to prevent introduction of amphib-
ian diseases in accordance with the Interim 
Guidance on Site Assessment and Field Sur-
veys for Determining Presence or a Negative 
Finding of the California Tiger Salamander 
(Service 2003). Disinfecting equipment and 
clothing is especially important when biolo-
gists are coming to the Project Site to handle 
amphibians after working in other aquatic 
habitats. CTS shall also be handled and as-
sessed according to the Restraint and Han-
dling of Live Amphibians (USGS National 
Wildlife Health Center 2001).

b.	 CTS shall be captured by hand, dipnet, 
or other Service–approved methodology, 
transported, relocated and released as soon 
as practicable the same day of capture. In-
dividuals should be relocated to areas with 
one or more potential breeding pools and an 
active burrow system (unless otherwise with 
written approved by the Service). The Ser-
vice shall be notified within 24 hours of all 
capture, handling, and relocation efforts.

c.	 If an injured CTS is encountered and the  
Service–approved biologist determines the 
injury is minor or healing and the salaman-
der is likely to survive, the salamander shall 
be released as soon as possible, in accor-
dance with the Service–approved Relocation 
Plan. The relocated CTS shall be monitored 
until it is determined that it is not threatened 
by predators or other dangers.

d.	 If the Service–approved biologist deter-
mines that the CTS has serious injuries 
as a result of project–related activities the  
Service–approved biologist shall immedi-
ately take it to a licensed veterinarian, the 
Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue, or another 
Service–approved facility. If taken into cap-
tivity the individual shall remain in captivity 
and not be released into the wild unless it 
has been kept in quarantine and the release 
is authorized by the Service. The Applicant 
shall bear any costs associated with the care 
or treatment of such injured individuals. The 
circumstances of the injury, the procedure 
followed and the final disposition of the in-
jured animal shall be documented in a writ-
ten incident report.

Monitoring and Reporting Measures
1)	 The biological monitor(s) shall maintain moni-

toring records that include: (1) the beginning and 
ending time of each day’s monitoring effort; (2) 
a statement identifying any CTS encountered, 
including the time and location of the observa-

tion; (3) the time the specimen was identified and 
by whom and its condition; (4) the capture and 
release locations of each individual; (5) photo-
graphs and measurements (snout to vent and total 
length) of each individual; and (6) a description of 
any actions taken. The biological monitor(s) shall 
maintain complete records in their possession 
while conducting monitoring activities and shall 
immediately provide records to the Service upon 
request. All monitoring records shall be provided 
to the Service within 30 days of the completion of 
monitoring work.

2)	 Notification to the Service of an injured or dead 
CTS in the Project site will be made within 2 
calendar days of the finding. Written notification 
to the Service shall include the following infor-
mation: the species, number of animals taken or 
injured, sex (if known), date, time, location of the 
incident or of the finding of a dead or injured an-
imal, how the individual was taken, photographs 
of the specific animal, the names of the persons 
who observe the take and/or found the animal, 
and any other pertinent information. Dead speci-
mens will be preserved, as appropriate, and held 
in a secure location until instructions are received 
from the Service regarding the disposition of the 
specimen.

Although not a condition of the PBO, CDFW also 
requests a copy of the monitoring reports and notifica-
tions of dead or injured CTS. The monitoring reports 
should include dates construction occurred.
Mitigation Measures
1)	 Prior to any earthmoving activities, the applicant 

shall purchase CTS credits at a 1:1 ratio for the 
Project’s effects to 6.62 acres of habitat. There-
fore, the applicant has proposed to offset the ef-
fects of 6.62 acres of CTS habitat by purchasing 
6.62 acres of CTS credits.

2)	 The applicant shall purchase mitigation credits 
in the amounts described above. Credits will be 
from one or more conservation banks approved 
by the Service and CDFW. The applicant will ob-
tain written confirmation from the Service and 
CDFW that the conservation bank(s) is in good 
standing prior to purchasing the credits.

Financial Security
1)	 If credits are not available for purchase, partly 

or entirely, prior to the start of ground disturb-
ing activities, credits that are available will be 
purchased prior to the start of ground disturbing 
activities and a performance security will be es-
tablished equivalent to the amount needed to pur-
chase the remaining credits. The security will be 
held in the form of an irrevocable letter of credit 
issued to CDFW to execute the purchase of the 
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remaining needed credits. All needed credits will 
be purchased within 18 months of the commence-
ment of earth moving construction activities.

Conclusion

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 2080.1, 
take authorization under CESA is not required for 
the Project for incidental take of CTS, provided the 
Applicant implements the Project as described in the 
BO and the PBO, including adherence to all measures 
contained therein, and complies with the mitigation 
measures and other conditions described in the ITS, 
accompanying BO, and the PBO. If there are any sub-
stantive changes to the Project, including changes to 
the mitigation measures, or if the Service amends or 
replaces the ITS and accompanying BO or the PBO, 
the Applicant shall be required to obtain a new con-
sistency determination or a CESA incidental take per-
mit for the Project from CDFW. (See generally Fish & 
Game Code, §§ 2080.1, 2081, subdivisions (b) and (c)).

In making this determination, CDFW acknowledges 
that the BO and PBO address Sonoma sunshine (Blen-
nosperma bakeri) and Sebastopol meadowfoam (Lim-
nanthes vinculans), species designated as endangered 
under ESA and CESA. (See Cal. Code Regs., title 14, 
§ 670.2, subdivisions (a) (3) (B) & (a) (19) (D).) Habitat 
for these species is known to occur within the Proj-
ect site. The Applicant recognized that take of Sono-
ma sunshine and Sebastopol meadowfoam is unlikely. 
The Applicant proposes to mitigate the loss of these 
species’ habitat by purchasing 0.0525 acres of Sonoma 
sunshine and 0.0525 acres of Sebastopol meadowfoam 
habitat credits as described in the BO. The Applicant 
is aware that, for purposes of CESA, take of Sono-
ma sunshine and Sebastopol meadowfoam, as defined 
by state law is prohibited, except as authorized by the 
Fish and Game Code and is not authorized by this con-
sistency determination. (See generally Fish & Game 
Code, §§ 86, 2080.)

CDFW’s determination that the Service ITS, its 
accompanying BO, and the PBO are consistent with 
CESA is limited to CTS.

DEPARTMENT OF  
FISH AND WILDLIFE

HABITAT RESTORATION AND 
ENHANCEMENT ACT  

CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 
NUMBER 1653–2021–069–001–R1

Project: Ten Mile River Mainstem Enhancement 
Phase 1

Location: Mendocino County
Applicant: David Wright, The Nature Conservancy
Notifier: Peter van de Burgt, Prunuske Chatham, Inc
Background

Project Location: The Ten Mile River Mainstem 
Enhancement Phase 1 (Project) is located on the main-
stem of the Ten Mile River, approximately 3.5 miles 
upstream from the confluence of South Fork Ten Mile 
Estuary. The Project is located at 28800 Camp 2 Ten 
Mile Road, Fort Bragg, CA 95437, and the property 
is owned by the Parker Family Trust, Assessor Parcel 
Number (APN) 01514075 and 01514079. The Ten Mile 
River supports populations of North Coast steelhead 
trout, Central California Coast Coho Salmon, and Cal-
ifornia Coastal Chinook Salmon.

Project Description: The Nature Conservancy (Ap-
plicant) proposes to enhance and restore habitat with-
in the Ten Mile River to provide a net conservation 
benefit for Coho Salmon. The goal of this project is 
to improve winter rearing habitat for juvenile Coho 
Salmon by increasing off–channel habitat and flood-
plain connectivity, increasing instream habitat com-
plexity, and reestablishing geomorphic processes. The 
Project includes a collection of habitat enhancements 
including the creation of one large off–channel, sea-
sonally flooded wetland, six engineered log jams, four 
off–channel alcoves, four inlet large wood structures. 
It also includes bank softening using explosives to en-
courage channel widening, large wood recruitment, 
long–term aggradation of the channel bed, and even-
tual floodplain reconnection.

The Project was funded by the Fisheries Restoration 
Grant Program and The Nature Conservancy. De-
tailed Project plans, discussion of proposed work, spe-
cies protection measures, site photos and maps are on 
file with California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch (HCPB). The 
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bank softening explosive technique will be performed 
by the CDFW Northern Region’s Fish and Wildlife 
Habitat Program.

Project Size: The total area of ground disturbance 
associated with the Project is approximately 3.99 acres 
and 500 linear feet. The Applicant has included proj-
ect size calculations that were used to determine the 
total size of the Project. The proposed Project com-
plies with the General 401 Certification for Small Hab-
itat Restoration Projects and associated categorical ex-
emption from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (Cal. Code Regs., title 14, § 15333).

Project Associated Discharge: Discharge of materi-
als into Waters of the State, as defined by Water Code 
section 13050 subdivision (e), resulting from the Proj-
ect include those associated with the following: (1) 
Douglas Fir logs, (2) materials associated with large 
wood anchoring, dewatering activities, and erosion 
control measures

Project Timeframes: Start date: July 2021
Completion date: October 12, 2021
Work window: June 1–October 31

Water Quality Certification Background: Because 
the Project’s primary purpose is habitat restoration 
intended to improve the quality of waters in Califor-
nia and improve fish passage to 7.5 miles of spawn-
ing and rearing habitat, the North Coast Regional Wa-
ter Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) 
issued a Notice of Applicability (NOA) for Cover-
age under the State Water Resources Control Board 
General 401 Water Quality Certification Order for 
Small Habitat Restoration Projects SB12006GN (Or-
der) (Waste Discharge Identification (WDID) Num-
ber 1B21011WNME Electronic Content Management 
Identification (ECM PIN) Number CW–871967 for 
the Project. The NOA describes the Project and re-
quires the Applicant to comply with terms of the Or-
der. Additionally, the Applicant has provided a supple-
mental document that sets forth measures to avoid and 
minimize impacts to native fish, plants, and wildlife, 
water, and cultural resources.

Receiving Water: Ten Mile River, tributary to the 
Pacific Ocean.

Filled or Excavated Area: Permanent area 
impacted: None

Temporary area impacted: 1.28 acres
Length temporarily impacted: 300 linear feet of 

habitat enhancements; 100 feet bank softening
Length permanently impacted: None
Dredge Volume: 10,929 cubic yards to create off 

channel habitat features

Discharge Volume: The total volume of proposed 
logs required to construct wood structures, 
which includes 52 logs, 16 rootwads, and 59 
vertical log anchors, is approximately 338 cubic 
yards.

Project Location: Latitude 39.556851° N and 
Longitude –123.723451° W

Regional Water Board staff determined that the 
Project may proceed under the Order. Additionally, 
Regional Water Board staff determined that the Proj-
ect, as described in the Notice of Intent (NOI) com-
plies with the California Environmental Quality Act 
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.).

On March 19, 2021, the Director of the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a 
notice from the Applicant requesting a determination 
pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 1653 that the 
NOA, NOI, and related species protection measures 
are consistent with the Habitat Restoration and En-
hancement Act (HREA) with respect to the Project.

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1653 sub-
division (c), CDFW filed an initial notice with the Of-
fice of Administrative Law on March 19, 2021, for 
publishing in the General Public Interest section of the 
California Regulatory Notice Register (Cal. Reg. No-
tice File Number Z–2021–0319–01 on April 2, 2021. 
Upon approval, CDFW will file a final notice pursuant 
to Fish and Game Code section 1653 subdivision (f).
Determination

CDFW has determined that the NOA, NOI, and re-
lated species protection measures are consistent with 
HREA as to the Project and meets the conditions set 
forth in Fish and Game Code section 1653 for autho-
rizing the Project.

Specifically, CDFW finds that: (1) the Project pur-
pose is voluntary habitat restoration and the Project is 
not required as mitigation; (2) the Project is not part 
of a regulatory permit for a non–habitat restoration or 
enhancement construction activity, a regulatory set-
tlement, a regulatory enforcement action, or a court 
order; and (3) the Project meets the eligibility require-
ments of the State Water Resources Control Board’s 
Order for Clean Water Act Section 401 General Wa-
ter Quality Certification for Small Habitat Restoration 
Projects.
Avoidance and Minimization Measures

The avoidance and minimization measures for Proj-
ect, as required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (b) (4), were included in an attachment to 
the NOI, which contains the following categories: (1) 
Native Plants and Plant Communities Protections; (2) 
Native Fish and Aquatic Species Protections; (3) Wild-
life Protections; (4) Procedures for Explosives Work, 
(5) Water Quality Protections, and (7) Cultural and 
Tribal Resources Protections. The specific avoidance 
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and minimization requirements are found in an at-
tachment to the NOI, Attachment 5 — Mainstem Ten 
Mile River Habitat Enhancement Project Measures to 
Protect Fish, Wildlife, Water, and Cultural Resources, 
prepared by the Prunuske Chatham, Inc. for The Na-
ture Conservancy
Monitoring and Reporting

As required by Fish and Game Code section 1653, 
subdivision (g), the Applicant included a copy of the 
monitoring and reporting plan. The Applicant’s Mon-
itoring and Reporting Plan provides a timeline for 
restoration, performance standards, and monitoring 
parameters and protocols. Specific requirements of 
the plan are found in an attachment to the NOI, At-
tachment 6– Monitoring Plan Ten Mile River Main-
stem Enhancement January 2021, prepared by the 
Prunuske Chatham, Inc. for The Nature Conservancy
Notice of Completion

Coverage under the State Water Resources Control 
Board General 401 Water Quality Certification Or-
der for Small Habitat Restoration Projects requires the 
Applicant to submit a Notice of Completion (NOC) no 
later than 30 days after the project has been complet-
ed. A complete NOC includes at a minimum:

	● photographs with a descriptive title;
	● date the photograph was taken;
	● name of the photographic site;
	● WDID number and ECM PIN number indicated 

above;
	● success criteria for the Project.
The NOC shall demonstrate that the Applicant has 

carried out the Project in accordance with the Project 
description as provided in the Applicant’s NOI. Ap-
plicant shall include the project name, WDID num-
ber, and ECM PIN number with all future inquiries 
and document submittals. Pursuant to Fish and Game 
Code section 1653, subdivision (g), the Applicant shall 
submit the monitoring plan, monitoring report, and 
notice of completion to CDFW as required by the Gen-
eral Order. Applicant shall submit documents elec-
tronically to: sarah.gallagher@wildlife.ca.gov.
Project Authorization

Pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1654,  
CDFW’s approval of a habitat restoration or enhance-
ment project pursuant to section 1652 or 1653 shall 
be in lieu of any other permit, agreement, license, or 
other approval issued by the department, including, 
but not limited to, those issued pursuant to Chapter 6 
(commencing with section 1600) and Chapter 10 (com-
mencing with section 1900) of this Division and Chap-
ter 1.5 (commencing with section 2050) of Division 3. 
Additionally, Applicant must adhere to all measures 
contained in the approved NOA and comply with oth-
er conditions described in the NOI.

If there are any substantive changes to the Project or 
if the Water Board amends or replaces the NOA, the 
Applicant shall be required to obtain a new consisten-
cy determination from CDFW. (See generally Fish & 
Game Code, § 1654, subdivision (c).)

FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

NOTICE OF FINDINGS OF CANDIDACY 
QUINO CHECKERSPOT BUTTERFLY 

(EUPHYDRYAS EDITHA QUINO)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 2074.2 of the California Fish 
and Game Code (Fish and Game Code), the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission (Commission), at its 
August 13–14, 2025 meeting, accepted for consider-
ation the petition submitted to list Quino checkerspot 
butterfly (Euphydryas editha quino) as an endangered 
species under the California Endangered Species Act.

Pursuant to subdivision (e) (2) of Section 2074.2 of 
the Fish and Game Code, the Commission determined 
that the amount of information contained in the peti-
tion, when considered in light of the California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife (Department) written 
evaluation report, the comments received, and the re-
mainder of the administrative record, would lead a 
reasonable person to conclude there is a substantial 
possibility the requested listing could occur.

Based on its determination and acceptance of the 
petition, the Commission is also providing notice that 
Quino checkerspot butterfly is a candidate species as 
defined by Section 2068 of the Fish and Game Code.

Within one year of the date of publication of this no-
tice of findings, the Department shall submit a writ-
ten report, pursuant to Section 2074.6 of the Fish and 
Game Code, indicating whether the petitioned action 
is warranted. Copies of the petition and minutes of the 
August 13–14, 2025 Commission meeting are on file 
and available for public review on the Commission’s 
website at fgc.ca.gov. If you would prefer to view the 
documents at the Commission’s office, please make an 
appointment by phone at (916) 653–4899 or by send-
ing an email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov.

Written comments or data related to the pe-
titioned action should be directed to the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife, Wild-
life Branch, Attn: CESA and Scientific Collect-
ing Permit Supervisor, Neil Clipperton via email at  
wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov with “Quino checker-
spot butterfly” in the subject line. Alternatively, com-
ments or data may be submitted by mail to CDFW 
Wildlife Branch P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 
94244–2090. Submitting information via email is 
preferred.

mailto:sarah.gallagher@wildlife.ca.gov
http://fgc.ca.gov
mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov
mailto:wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov
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OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND 
HEALTH STANDARDS BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND 
BUSINESS MEETING

Pursuant to Government Code section 11346.4 and 
the provisions of Labor Code Sections 142.1, 142.2, 
142.3, 142.4, and 144.6, the Occupational Safety and 
Health Standards Board (“Board”) of the State of Cal-
ifornia has set the time and place for a Public Meeting 
and Business Meeting:

QR Code for Access:

On September 18, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.

Town of Truckee
Truckee Town Hall
10183 Truckee Airport Road
Truckee, California 96161

as well as via the following:
	● Videoconference at	  

https://tkoworks.zoom.us/j/87501250331.
	● Teleconference at (669) 444–9171 (Webinar ID 

875 0125 0331).
	● Live video stream and audio stream (English and 

Spanish) at https://videobookcase.com/california/
oshsb/.

At the Public Meeting, the Board will make time 
available to receive comments or proposals from in-
terested persons on any item concerning occupational 
safety and health.

At the Business Meeting, the Board will conduct its 
monthly business.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION NOTICE: 
Disability accommodation is available upon re-
quest. Any person with a disability requiring an ac-
commodation, auxiliary aid or service, or a mod-
ification of policies or procedures to ensure ef-
fective communication and access to the public  
hearings/meetings of the Board should con-
tact the Disability Accommodation Coordina-
tor at (916) 274–5721 or the state–wide Dis-
ability Accommodation Coordinator at 1 (866)  
326–1616 (toll free). The state–wide Coordinator can 
also be reached through the California Relay Ser-

vice, by dialing 711 or 1 (800) 735–2929 (TTY) or  
1 (800) 855–3000 (TTY–Spanish).

Accommodations can include modifications of pol-
icies or procedures or provision of auxiliary aids or 
services. Accommodations include, but are not lim-
ited to, an Assistive Listening System (ALS), a  
Computer–Aided Transcription System or Com-
munication Access Realtime Translation (CART), a  
sign–language interpreter, documents in Braille, large 
print or on computer disk, and audio cassette record-
ing. Accommodation requests should be made as soon 
as possible. Requests for an ALS or CART should be 
made no later than five (5) days before the hearing.

 

SUMMARY OF  
REGULATORY ACTIONS

REGULATIONS FILED WITH THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE

This Summary of Regulatory Actions lists regula-
tions filed with the Secretary of State on the dates in-
dicated. Copies of the regulations may be obtained by 
contacting the agency or from the Secretary of State, 
Archives, 1020 O Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 
653−7715. Please have the agency name and the date 
filed (see below) when making a request.

Department of Fish and Wildlife

File # 2025–0811–05

Rescinding of Select Commercial Groundfish 
Management Measures

In this emergency action, the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (Department) amends two sec-
tions to rescind the application of the Commercial 
Groundfish Restriction Area (CGRA) and associated  
20–fathom boundary line for commercial groundfish 
fisheries north of 37° 07’ North latitude (Año Nuevo). 
The amendments also extend federal trip limits for  
non–nearshore groundfish stocks into state waters 
north of 37° 07’ North latitude, while commercial re-
tention of quillback rockfish would remain prohibited, 
statewide. 

Title 14 
Amend: 150.06, 150.16 
Filed 08/21/2025 
Effective 08/21/2025 
Agency Contact: Mike Randall	 (916) 902–9109

https://tkoworks.zoom.us/j/87501250331
https://videobookcase.com/california/oshsb/
https://videobookcase.com/california/oshsb/
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Department of Justice
File # 2025–0814–01
Unflavored Tobacco List

In this emergency action, the Department of Justice 
adopts a process for applying to place products on the 
Unflavored Tobacco List, as well as to maintain and 
enforce that list, by December 31, 2025. 

Title 11 
Adopt: 942, 943, 944, 945, 946, 947, 948, 949, 950, 
951, 952, 953, 954, 955, 956, 957 
Filed 08/25/2025 
Effective 08/25/2025 
Agency Contact:  
  Marlon Martinez	 (213) 269–6437

Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board
File # 2025–0714–01
Proper Fit Personal Protective Equipment in 

Construction
This File and Print action by the Occupational Safe-

ty and Health Standards Board amends regulations for 
personal protective devices to be “substantially the 
same” as federal regulations. This action is exempt 
from Article 5 and Article 6 of the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act pursuant to Labor Code section 142.3(a) (3).  

Title 08 
Amend: 1514 
Filed 08/21/2025 
Effective 10/01/2025 
Agency Contact: Ruth Ibarra	 (916) 274–5721

Board of Equalization
File # 2025–0718–02
Welfare Exemption for Low Income Housing

This action by the California State Board of Equal-
ization, submitted as a change without regulatory ef-
fect, amends the definition of “government financing” 
as used in relation to the property tax welfare exemp-
tion for low–income housing properties. Assembly 
Bill 84 (Stats. 2023, chapter 734) amended Revenue 
and Taxation Code section 214 by adding qualified 
501(c) (3) bonds as a type of government financing that 
may be used in connection with the property tax wel-
fare exemption for low–income housing properties. 
This action adds qualified 501(c) (3) bonds to the regu-
latory definition of “government financing” to be con-
sistent with Revenue and Taxation Code section 214, 
subdivision (g) (1) (A).

Title 18 
Amend: 140 
Filed 08/26/2025 
Agency Contact: Max Connor	 (916) 274–3320

Board of Equalization
File # 2025–0718–03
Exclusion from Change in Ownership —  

Intergenerational Transfers
As changes without regulatory effect, the Board of 

Equalization is amending cross–references to statuto-
ry provisions to align with the relocation of those pro-
visions in Senate Bill Number 477 (2023–2024 Reg. 
Sess.).

Title 18 
Amend: 462.520 
Filed 08/21/2025 
Agency Contact: Max Connor	 (916) 274–3320

Board of Equalization
File # 2025–0718–04
Change in Ownership — Base Year Value Transfers

This nonsubstantive action revises cross–references 
for the statutorily defined terms “Accessory Dwelling 
Unit” and “Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit” to align 
with the relocation of these definitions in statute by 
way of Senate Bill Number 477 (Chapter 7, Statutes 
2024).

Title 18 
Amend: 462.540 
Filed 08/27/2025 
Agency Contact: Max Connor	 (916) 274–3320

Board of Equalization
File # 2025–0718–05
Time for Filing of Petitions

In this change without regulatory effect, the Board 
amends its regulation to rename its operating division 
and department to update them to their current names. 
The amendment also updates the title of the Chief 
Deputy Director of the Property Tax Department to 
Deputy Director. 

Title 18 
Amend: 5334 
Filed 08/26/2025 
Agency Contact: Max Connor	 (916) 274–3320

Board of Optometry
File # 2025–0715–02
Optometry; Radio Frequency Technology and 

Devices; Authorization and Requirements
This action (1) authorizes a Therapeutic Pharma-

ceutical Agent (TPA)–certified optometrist to use ra-
diofrequency (RF) technology or devices for treat-
ment of dry eye disease or syndrome; (2) requires RF 
users to have proof of completion of appropriate clin-
ical training; (3) defines methods of acquiring appro-
priate clinical training; (4) restricts RF use to nonin-
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vasive treatment for a documented purpose within the 
scope of practice; (5) prohibits delegating RF use; (6) 
requires RF technology or device to meet manufactur-
ers’ specifications; (7) requires maintaining of a copy 
of the manufacturer’s instructions for RF technology 
or device; and (8) prohibits RF use for any purpose 
outside the scope of practice, such as an aesthetic ben-
efit or RF use after achieving the optometric purpose 
of treatment.

Title 16 
Adopt: 1572 
Filed 08/26/2025 
Effective 10/01/2025 
Agency Contact: Gregory Pruden	 (916) 574–7808

Education Audit Appeals Panel
File # 2025–0715–01
Audits of K–12 LEAs FY 2025–26

In this regular rulemaking, the Education Audit Ap-
peals Panel adopts the “2025–26 Guide for Annual 
Audits of K–12 Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and 
State Compliance Reporting” (July 1, 2025) for the re-
quired financial and compliance audits of the 2025–26 
fiscal year (fy).

Title 05 
Amend: 19810 
Filed 08/26/2025 
Effective 08/26/2025 
Agency Contact:  
  Timothy E. Morgan	 (916) 445–7745

Franchise Tax Board
File # 2025–0725–02
Market–Based Rules

This regular rulemaking amends existing regula-
tions for the assignment of sales under Revenue Tax 
Code § 25136 which assigns sales, other than sales of 
tangible personal property, for purposes of apportion-
ing business income. 

Title 18 
Amend: 25136–2 
Filed 08/27/2025 
Effective 10/01/2025 
Agency Contact: Hanna Cho	 (916) 845–7298

Office of Spill Prevention and Response
File # 2025–0711–01
Environmental Sensitive Site Protection

This rulemaking action by the Office of Spill Pre-
vention and Response (“Office”) adopts, amends, and 
repeals regulations concerning oil spill preparedness 
and response planning. Specifically, this action re-
places existing, previously incorporated Shoreline 
Protection Tables (“SPTs 2013), dated August 29, 
2013, which consist of select area contingency plan 
(“ACP(s)”) environmental sensitive sites, organized 
by time of potential impact, and required response re-
sources to implement the protection strategy, with a 
new Site Protection Table that no longer lists specif-
ic environmental sensitive sites, but instead sets pro-
tection response standards, including boom amounts, 
protection hours, and dedicated boom requirements, 
for geographic response areas (“GRA(s)”) within the 
ACPs. This action further establishes the same pro-
tection standards for vessels and marine facilities who 
pose an oil spill risk to environmental sensitive sites 
within each GRA. Additionally, this action makes ex-
tensive nonsubstantive changes to existing text, in-
cluding deleting unnecessary terms, consolidating 
definitions into one section, revising text for consis-
tency and uniformity with existing Office regulations 
or the California Style Manual.

Title 14 
Adopt: 828.1 
Amend: 790, 815.03, 815.07, 816.06, 817.01, 817.02, 
817.03, 818.01, 818.02, 818.03, 819, 819.01, 819.02, 
819.03, 819.04, 820.1, 825.03, 825.07, 827.01, 
827.02, 873.5 
Repeal: 815.01, 815.05, 825.01, 825.05 
Filed 08/22/2025 
Effective 01/01/2026 
Agency Contact: Christine Kluge 	 (916) 327–0910

California Hope, Opportunity, Perseverance, and 
Empowerment (HOPE) for

File # 2025–0718–01
HOPE Trust Account Program

This regular rulemaking action adopts requirements 
for the California Hope, Opportunity, Perseverance, 
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and Empowerment (HOPE) for Children Trust Ac-
count Program. 

Title 10 
Adopt: 10500, 10501, 10502, 10503, 10504, 10505, 
10506, 10507, 10508, 10509 
Filed 08/26/2025 
Effective 10/01/2025 
Agency Contact: Kasey O’Connor 	(916) 653–2995

 

PRIOR REGULATORY  
DECISIONS AND CCR  

CHANGES FILED WITH THE  
SECRETARY OF STATE

A quarterly index of regulatory decisions by the Of-
fice of Administrative Law (OAL) is provided in the 
California Regulatory Notice Register in the volume 
published by the second Friday in January, April, July, 
and October following the end of the preceding quar-
ter. For additional information on actions taken by 
OAL, please visit oal.ca.gov.

https://oal.ca.gov
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